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For the Repertory. 


REMARKS ON BISHOP HEBER’S 
VIEWS OF THE CHURCH. 


Messrs. Editors: 

In perusing the ‘*Review of Bish- 
op Heber’s ‘Travels in India,”’ con- 
tained in your last number, I was 
forcibly struck with the decided 
expression of that prelate’s opinion 
on two or three points, which, 
much to the injury of our cause, di- 
vide the sentiments of the members 
of our church, in thiscountry. As 
the Reviewer did not remark partic- 
ularly upon the passages referred 
to, the following suggestions may 
not be amiss. —It should be borne 
in mind that Bishop Heber has ne- 
ver been accused by his country- 
men of unsoundness in the Episco- 
pal faith. On the contrary, he 
possessed the full confidence of his 
ewn church. Much regard is there- 
fore due to his opinions, especially 
when deliberately given as senti- 
ments of the English Church. In 
his ‘letter to Schmidt”? quoted by 
your Reviewer, is the following 
passage. ‘*Were I to return to 


Germany, I would again, as before, 
New Serigs, Vou. I.....No. 


humbly and thankfully avail myself 
of the preaching and sacramental 
ordinances of the Lutheran Evan- 
gelical Church; not doubting that 
they are a true church of Christ, 
and that the spirit of God is with 
them, as, I trust he is with us al- 
so.”? Thus does Heber disclaim that 
‘‘novel pretence,” [ Bishop Stillings 
fleet] ‘‘the exclusive divine right of 
episcopacy,” which, says Mosheim, 
Dr. Bancroft, Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, first ventured to assert, and 
‘spreached at Paul’s Cross, Janua- 
ry 12, 1588.” * 

The view which Bishop Heber 
takes of this subject in the name of 
the Church of England is, that the 
Episcopal form of Government is 
more perfect than any non-Episco- 
pal, and so say we all. The facts 
of Ecclesiastical History form a 
chain of evidence to support Epis- 
copacy, which no force can break, 
and no subtlety conceal. It is un- 
doubtedly, as Bishop Heber says, 
‘¢‘the most’ ancient discipline, ” 
built on the foundation of the Apos- 
tles. No man can displace this 


* Mosheim, cent. 16, sect. III. part 
WI—xviii. 
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firm rock on which Episcopacy 
rests, at least, so think we. Who 
goes further, and asserts that God 
acknowledges no Church on earth 
but the Episcopal, has, in the wri- 
ter’s humble opinion, quite left the 
safe ground of evidence and legiti- 
mate inference, on which to support 
his cause; and being seen by other 
Christians to stand unsupported in 
his opinions either by scripture or 
ecclesiastical history, brings there- 
by a suspicion upon Episcopacy it- 
self as without any good founda- 
tion. Thus unwittingly in love and 
devotedness to the Church, do many 
deal against ita heavy blow—inflict 
upon it a very deep wound. Well 
might our Church plead “save me 
from my friends, and I will defend 
myself from my enemies.” Far 
more injury is usually done to a 
good cause by those of its friends, 
who would force every argument 
beyond its real strength, than by 
the most-—violent attacks of ene- 
mies. Sucha friend of the Charch 
was not Bishop Heber. Decided 
as a churchman himself, and yield- 
ing to none in his attachment to 
ithe ancient discipline,” he says: 
‘Though an imperfect ordination 
may doubtless be accepted by our 
Lord and common ~ ite, and 
though a Church under circumstan- 
ces such as I have described, [the 
Lutheran] may remain a true 
Church, still it does not follow, that 
where this supposed deficiency may 
be supplied, it may not be advisa- 
ble, &c.”? Again he says in the 
same letter: ** We (that is the mem- 
bers of our Church) have no right 
or inclination to judge other nation- 
al Churches. But our flocks have 
a sacred right to be well satisfied 
as to the divine commission of those 
whom their spiritual rulers set over 
them. Even where the smallest 
doubt exists of the perfection of the 
orders received, and of their con- 
formity with apostolical practice, 
it may be a part of Christian pru- 
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dence to choose the safer side.”— 
Such a suggestion as this deserves 
the attention of all men. Now, 
Messrs. Editors, ought not we, as 
good churchmen, maintain this hon- 
est, undeniable claim of ours to a 
valid ministry, and be willing to rest 
satisfied with this great undisputed 
privilege? They who would go fur- 
ther, and in the place of this high 
privilege of being acknowledged 
on all hands not to be wrong on the 
subject of our ministry, claim also 
the divine prerogative of condemn- 
ing sane iy christians as be- 
longing to no church—no branch of 
the true church, but toa society un- 
acknowledged, disapproved of Hea- 
ven, may have somewhat to fear, 
lest they shall be found to “curse 
whom God has not cursed.”” Let 
such sitawhile at the feet of Gamaliel 
and hear his wise counsel. Refrain 
from these men and let them alone, 
for if this counsel or this work be of 
men it will come to nought. But 
if it be of God ye cannot overthrow 
it, lest haply ye be found even fight- 
ing against God. Erroneous in o- 
pinion as we may suppose those to 
be, who do not with us acknow- 
ledge three orders in the ministry, 
God in his word has given no man 
authority to set the bow of his pro- 
mises so that it shall span only E- 
pecopecy- What then have our 
ips to do with judgment? Nothing. 
This Bishop Heber maintains as the 
sentiment of the English Church, 
that they have ‘*no right nor ineli- 
nation to judge other Churches. ””— 
There is one more sentiment con- 
tained in the letter I have quoted 
above, to which I would call the at- 
tention of your readers. Exclusive 
notions ef Episcopacy have led al- 
most of course, to an exclusive poli- 
cy in our Church. Those who look 


upon their christian brethren of o- 
ther denominations as cast off of 
God, usually tell us, that we should 
by no means unite with them in ef- 
forts to extend the Gospel. 


Not 
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even in distributing tracts which 
contain none but the sentiments of 
our Church, nor yet in circulating 
the pure word of God without note 
or comment, must we join our ef- 
forts with others. And why? Lest, 
forsooth, it should tend to amalga- 
mate us with them, or rather per- 
haps, lest we should thereby coun- 
tenance heresy. Others, who re- 
specting Episcopacy occu the 
i seer Bishoy Heber” takes 
in the name of the Church of En- 
gland, believe that whenever we 
can meet our fellow christians on 
common ground, it is not only /aw- 
ful, but a duty and a blessed privi- 
lege to unite the energies of all our 
forces with theirs, and provoking 
one another in love, press on in the 
good cause of our great Master, to 
enlighten the world, and lead lost 
men to the waters of life. That 
such were Heber’s views of Chris- 
tian duty and church policy is evi- 
dent from the following language. 
‘If they [the ministers of another 
Church } come to sojourn among us, 
satisfied with the commission which 
they have received, or if they desire 
our help in their efforts to convert 
the heathen, I gladly meet them as 
christians and fellow-labourers.— 
I rejoice sincerely that Christ is 
made known so widely through 
these means. I gladly admit them, 
(as I should desire myself to be ad- 
mitted in Germany or Holland,) to 
the communion of the Church, and 
to all that interchange of good will, 
and good offices (as in the case of 
the Missionary Societies of our 
Church, ) which is essential to our 
carrying on the gospel work in con- 
cert.” ANTONIO. 





For the Repertory. 


APPLICATION OF A PROPHECY OF 
DANIEL To rat TURKISH EMPIRE. 


Messrs. Editors: 
An English Journal has remark- 





ed that the ablest commentators on 
the prophecies of Daniel and St. 
John, all agree, that the Eastern or 
Mahomedan Apostacy would last 
from its establishment 1260 years; 
and then the downfall commence. 
When Daniel wrote, it is said that 
the Jews and other nations reckon- 
ed only 360 days in the year; and 
the alteration in the callender mak- 
ing the year 365 days, did not take 
place until five or 600 years after- 
wards; consequently, Daniel must 
have meant 1260 years of 360 days 
each, inasmuch as he could have 
known no other. If this reasoning 
be correct, this year (1828) the pre- 
phecy is complete—for the Turkish 
date for this year is 1243. The 
Turks reckon, as we do, 365 days 
in their years. If we reduce 1243 
years of 865 days each, into years 
of 360 days each, we shall find the 
Mahometan religion has this year, 
lasted 1260 years with 95 days over. 

The coincidence between the a- 
bove computation of the prophetic 
time of Daniel, and the year 1828, 
and the circumstances now existing 
in regard to the Turkish or Maho- 
metan Empire, is really striking. 
But it becomes remarkable and cu- 
rious, when we remember the fol- 
lowing application of the prophecy 
contained in the 11th chapter of 
Daniel, in which (at the close of 
that chapter) he predicts the suc- 
cess, dominion, and destruction of 
a power hostile to the people of 
God. Bishop Newton applies the 
prophecy to this empire, and ifs de- 
struction by the Russians. This 
explanation by Bishop Newton co- 
incides with events now transpi- 
ring, with regard to the Turks, the 
Greeks and Russians, in an aston- 
ishing manner. 

After the Bishop (in his Disser- 
tation 17th, part 2d) has shown that 
the first part of the prophecy of the 
11th chapter of Daniel, cannot be 
interpreted to apply to Antiochus 
Epiphenes, he proceeds to show 
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that the remaining part of the pro- 

hecy applies to the Turkish or Ma- 
tte (or, as it was formerly 
styled, Othman) Empire; and pre- 
dicts its overthrow by the Russians. 
The part of the prophecy which he 
thinks thus applies, is contained in 
the two last verses of the 11th ch. 
of Daniel. 

‘*But tidings out of the East and 
out of the North shall trouble him; 
therefore he shall go forth with 
great fury to destroy and utterly to 
make away many. And he shall 
plant the tabernacles of his palace 
[or, as the Bishop says it ought to 
be translated, of his camp | between 
the seas, in the glorious holy moun- 
tain; yet he shall come to his end, 
and none shall help him.” 

The Bishop thus applies the pro- 
phecy contained in these verses:— 
‘**But if this application”? (to Anti- 
ochus) **be not admitted, yet it is 
universally known, that the Per- 
sians are seated to the East of the 
Othman Empire, and the Russians 
tothe North. Persia hath, indeed, 
of late years, been miserably torn 
and distracted by intestine divi- 
sions; but when it shall unite again 
in a settled government, under one 
sovereign, it may become again, as 
it hath frequently been, a danger- 
ous rival and enemy to the Othman 
Emperor. The power of Russia is 
daily growing; and it is a current 
tradition among the common peo- 
ple in Turkey, that their empire 
shall, one day or other, be destroyed 
by the Russians. Sir Paul Rycaut, 
in his account of the present state 
of the Greek Church, speaking of 
the respect and reverence which the 
Muscovites have for the See of Con- 
stantinople, says, also, ‘that the 
Greeks, on the other side, have an 
esteem and affection for the Musco- 
vites, as for those whom ancient 
prophecies mention to be designed 
by God for their avengers and de- 
liverers in after ages;’ which if 
it prove nothing more, yet proveth 


that the Greek Church interpreted 
this prophecy much in the same 
sense as we explain it. However 
this may be, the Porte is at all 
times jealous of the junction of the 
two powers of Persia and Russia, 
and exerts all its policy to prevent 
it, They are certainly two very 
formidable neighbours to the Turks; 
and who can say what tidings may 
or may not come from thence, to 
trouble the Porte? Who can say, 
how unlikely soever it may be at 
present, that they may hereafter be 
made instruments of Providence in 
the restoration of the Jews? What- 
ever may be the occasion, the Turk 
‘shall go forth with great fury to 
destroy and utterly to make awa 
many.’ The original word, wish 
we translate ‘utterly to make away 
many,’ signifies to ‘anathematize’; 
so that it strongly implies, that this 
war should be made on a religious 
account. —**And he shall plant the 
tabernacle of his camp between the 
seas; on the glorious holy moun- 
tain.”? Between the seas, on the 
glorious holy mountain, has been 
shown to denote some part of the 
Holy Land. ‘There the Turk shall 
encamp with his whole power, ‘yet 
he shall come to his end, and none 
shall help him,’ shall effectually 
help him, or deliver him.” 

The reader need not be told how 
near present circumstances bring 
the fulfilment of the ‘*tradition a- 
mong the common people of ‘Tur- 
key, that their empire shall one day 
or other, be destroyed by the Rus- 
sians.”” ‘T'the fulfilment of one part 
of the prophecy, as interpreted by the 
Greek Church, ‘that the Russians 
were designed by God to be their 
avengers and deliverers, in after a- 
ges,”’ has actually happened. The 
Turks are already driven by the 
Russians from the Greek Provinces 
of Moldavia and Wallachia; and A- 
brahim, the Egyptian Pacha, has e- 
vacuated the Morea, the heart. of 
Greece. Such are actual events, 
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according with the prophecy—prob- 
able events may still further illus- 
trate it. 

But the prophecy contains a pre- 
diction, which, it may at first ap- 
pear, is not likely to happen, upon 
the suppesition that it applies to the 
destruction of the Turkish Empire 
by the Russians; for it may be ask- 
ed, what ‘‘tidings” calculated ‘* to 
trouble”? the Porte, dees it now 
hear from the East. Persia has 
lately been at war with Russia, and 
has just been compelled to sue for 
peace. But it 1s well known that 
the Russian army, which has so 
lately triumphed over the Persians, 
is now marching from Persia, or 
‘from the East,”’ upon the Turkish 
territories in Asia Minor. The 
march of this army towards Con- 
stantinople, flushed with its tri- 
umphs in Persia, may well trouble 
the Turkish Sultan, and may be the 
tidings from the East predicted in 
the prophecy. 

The Bishop, as the reader sees 
from the extract, thinks that the 
‘tholy mountain”? spoken of in the 
prophecy, must mean some moun- 
tain in the Holy Land, upon which 
the Turk is to pitch his power, and 
there to be finally destroyed. Pres- 
ent appearances render it quite 
likely, that the war now waged a- 
gainst the Turks, may be carried 
into Asia Minor, and be finally 
closed in the Holy Land. It is 
known that the Sultan is fortifying 
a place in Asia, to which he means 
to retreat if the Russians take Con- 
stantinople. Should he still refuse 
to comply with the terms of Russia, 
Nicholas may follow him, and dri- 
ving him from post to post, by the 
irresistible force of his European 
armies and the army from Persia, 
finally overwhelm him on the holy 
mountains of Judea, on which, tho’ 
he may encamp with his last array, 
and may battle with his “greatest 
fury, he ‘shall come to his end, 
and none shall help him.*? When 
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his numerous enslaved and tributa- 
ry provinces shall see him sore 
pressed and beaten, they will, like 
mankind in general, desert and be- 
tray the falling and the unfortunate, 
without regard to the nature or 
cause of the calamity. 

But whatever may be the con- 
flicts of nations, the christian may 
behold them, not without interest, 
but without fear. The purposes of 
God towards the Church, which the 
Redeemer has purchased with his 
blood, are going on to their con- 
summation ‘with the energy of in- 
finite benevolence” to man, **under 
the guidance of unerring wisdom, 
and by the impulse of Almighty 
Power.” The day shall certainly 
come when the religion of Jesus 
Christ our Saviour shall prevail o- 
ver Papal superstition ram | Mahom- 
etan delusion; and the ransomed of 
the Lord, from the four corners of 
the Earth, shall raise the glad Ho- 
sanna, **the Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth. ’”* 

Lrespure, Va. Sep. 1828. 


*The Turks are first mentioned in His- 
tory, A. D. 659. 


-—— 


To the Editor of the Repertory. 


Srr:—It is well known that we 
are indebted to Tyndal for the first 
printed English translation of the 
Holy Scriptures; viz. in 
1526 He gave us the New Testa- 

ment, and soon after the five 
Books of Moses, with other of 
the Historical Books. 

1535 ‘The whole Bible was translat- 
ed into English by several 
hands, and dedicated, by Co- 
verdale, to Henry VIII. 

1537 The whole Bible by Tyndal, 
Coverdale and Rojers, under 
the fictitious name of Mat- 
thews. 

1539 This Jast was revised and cor- 
rected by Cranmer. 


ae ee 


438 


1545 The New Testament, translat- 
ed by Coverdale in 1535, with 
a paraphrase, by Erasmus of 
Rotterdam, translated by U- 
dall. 

A copy of this work I have now 
before me. The following specimen 
may be acceptable to your readers. 

‘‘The Physicians of the bodyes 

have practicioners and poticaries 
that dooe ministre their art under 
them; and theselfes are the prescri- 
bers and appuincters what it is that 
must be geven to the sicke: so 
Christe alone it is and non els, that 
hath prescribed the medicine of ev- 
erlastyng saluacion. The Apostles 
and their successours the Bishops, 
are no more but Ministers thet tem- 
per in due proporcion, thei fyne 
and beate to powder, they laie to ye 
places diseased, not receiptes of 
their owne, but of Christes. 
_ The corporall physicians dooe 
often tymes varie as well in their 
judicials of the diseases, as also in 
appuinctyng medicines for the 
same; yea, and many times in stede 
of medicines thei appuincte thynges 
ye are veraie poiso to yt sicknes. 

“The Physicias dooe not ever- 
more sere with hot irons, or cutte; 
thei dooe not evermore geve pocions 
of scammonie to consume and waste 
the flesh as men in manier fleygh- 
yng and martiryng the bodye to keep 
it in life; but sometymes thei min- 
istre such thynges as maie make the 
herte light and merie. So there is 
first of all ministred unto us the po- 
cion of feith which troubleth the 
solle and conscience with repent- 
aunce, and emptiyns us, dooeth 
discharge and unlade us of our 
synne. Than immediately there- 
upon is geuen an electuarie of con- 
solacion, of exhortyng, and of more 
perfeict doctrine. 

‘So after that repentauce hath 
cast down our cobe, and hath well 
shaken our disease, wha baptisme 
hath scoured or purged us and 
made us emptie and void from all 
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synnes, there be suche thynges 
ministred, and geven to us, as maie 
holsomly replenishe the solle again 
beyng now well clensed and made 
void. Wrathefulnesse is voided 
out, and ientilnesse and meeke- 


Enuie is sucked out, and takyng of 
all thynges for the best putte in for 
it. Pielyng and pollyng is voided 
out, and in place therof succedeth 
liberalitee. The feruent desire of 
makyng warre is consumed awaie, 
and the earneste zele of peace com- 
eth in for it. The love of sensual 
pleasures of the fleashe is expelled, 
and in their stede entreeth the loue 
of things celestiall. Will ye heare 
what is ye scammonie euagelcall?— 
Dooe ye penaunce. The axeis now 
clean sette at the roote of ye tree, 
and euerte tree that bryngeth not 
foorth god fruicteis cutte up. And 
Paule in like manner: Mortifie your 
membres whiche are upon yearths; 
whorehuntyng, unclennesse, wanton 
lust, euill concupiscence, and au- 
arice. And within fewe wordes 
after it followeth: spotlyng your- 
selfes of the old man with all his 
acfes. Hehath now voided out the 
ill humeurs, how doeth he fill up 
the emptie place again? Dooe up- 
on yourselfes (saieth he) as the 
Sainctes and the elected of God, the 
bowels of mercie, bounteousnesse,. 
submission, humilitee, pacience, 
supportyng one another, and for- 
geuyng yourselfes among you if a- 
ny persone have a querele against 
an other, like as ye lorde also hath 
geuen to you. And aboue all these 
thynges have ye charitee, whiche is 
the bande of perfeccion, and leat the 
peace of Christe reioyce in your 
hertes.”” 

The Epistles are preceded by a 
letter written by Myles Coverdale, 
and addressed to King Edward the 
sixth; in which he says: 

‘Your Royall Maiestie, to 
whome the high gouernaunce &c. 
continueth stil in stopping up the 


























1828.] 


Bappes that Antichriste and his 
alse doctryne hath made into the 
vyneyarde of the Lorde, and to 
buyld agayne the walles of hys 
house, whiche thorowe ydolatrie, 
superstycyon, euel custome, and 
horryble abuses hathe bene broken 
downe. 

“The godly Homelies and nota- 
ble worke of Erasmus Paraphrasis 
upon the holy Euangelistes, if they 
be distinctly red, and practised 
with suche discrecion as your high- 
nesse hathe commaunded, they are 
worthy to be compared to the a 
jewels that Moses used to the pleas- 
aut garnishing of the Tabernacle.” 

By a Royal injunction in the 
reign of Edward VI, in the year 
1547, the whole English Bible and 
the Paraphrase of Erasmus, in En- 
glish, to the end of the four Gos- 
pels, was required to be placed in 
the Churches; and that every Par- 
son, Vicar, Curate, &c. should pos- 
sess the said Paraphrase of Eras- 
mus, and also the New Testament, 
both in Latin and English. 


For the Repertory. 


Messrs. Epirors:—I send you 
a copy of an Address of one of the 
first General Conventions of the 
Episcopal Church in the U. States, 
after the Revolution. It relates to 
the early history of our Church, 
and will be read with pleasure and 
interest, not only on this account, 
but because of the sentiments it 
contains, and the eloquence with 
which they are expressed. The 
subject of it, was one of great diffi- 
culty at the time. As it necessa- 
rily related to the political relations 
of the United States and Great 
Britain, as well as to the spiritual 
and ecclesiastical concerns of the 
Episcopal Churches of the two 
countries, a celebrated statesman 
and a pious layman of our Church, 
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was requested to pen an Address, 
and this one was written by him* 
and adopted. 

Leesburg, August 1828. 


To the most Reverend and Right Rever- 
end the Lords, Archbishops of Canter- 
bury and York, and the Bishops of the 
Church of England. 


We the Clerical and Lay Depu- 
ties of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in sundry of the United 
States of America; think it our du- 
ty to address your Lordships on a 
subject deeply interesting, not only 
to ourselves and those whom we re- 
present, but, as we conceive, to the 
common cause of Christianity. 

Our forefathers, when they left 
the land of their nativity, did not 
leave the bosom of that Church over 
which your Lordships now preside; 
but, as well from a veneration for 
Episcopal Government, as from an 
attachment to the admirable servi- 
ces of our Liturgy, continued in 
willing conection with their eccle- 
siastical superiors in England; and 
were subjected to many local incon- 
veniences, rather than break the 
unity of the Church to which they 
belonged. 

When it pleased the Supreme 
Ruler of the Universe, that this 
part of the British Empire should 
be free, sovereign and independent, 
it became the most important con- 
cern of the members of our Com- 
munion to provide for its continu- 
ance; and, while in accomplishing 
of this they kept in view that wise 
and liberal part of the system of the 
Church of England, which excludes 
as well the claiming as the acknow- 
ledging of such spiritual subjection 
as may be inconsistent with the civil 
duties of her children, it was never- 


*Richard Henry Lee; to whom the 
thanks of the Convention were given, for 
the interest he had taken in the affairs of 
the church. The copy of the Address 
here sent is in the handwriting of R. H. 
Lee. 
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theless, their earnest desire and re- 
solution, to retain the venerable 
form of Episcopal Government; 
handed down to them as they con- 
ceived, from the time of the Apos- 
tles, and endeared to them by the 
remembrance of the holy Bishops of 
the Primitive Church, of the blessed 
Martyrs who reformed the doctrine 
and worship of the Church of Eng- 
land, and of the many great and 
pious Prelates who have adorned 
that Church in every succeeding 
Age. 

But, however general the desire 
of completing the orders of our min- 
istry, so diffused and unconnected 
were the members of our Commu- 
nion over this extensive Country, 
that much time and negotiation 
were necessary for the forming a 
Representative Body of the greater 
number of the Episcopalians in these 
States; and, owing to the same 
causes, it was not until this Con- 
vention, that sufficient powers could 
be procured for the io eel your 
Lordships on this subject. 

The Petition which we offer to 
your venerable Body, is, that from 
a tender regard to the religious in- 
terests of thousands in this rising 
empire, professing the same relig- 
ious principles with the Church of 
England, you will be pleased to 
confer the Episcopal Character on 
such persons as shall be recommend- 
ed by this Church in the several 
States here represented, full satis- 
faction being given of the sufficien- 
cy of the persons recommended, 
and of its being the intention of the 
general Body of the Episcopalians 
in the said States respectively, to 
receive them in the quality of Bish- 
ops. 
Whether this our request will 
meet with insurmountable impedi- 
ments from the political regulations 
of the Kingdom, in which your 
Lordships fill such distinguished 
stations, it is not fer us to forsee. 
We have not been ascertained, that 
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any such will exist, and are hum- 
bly of opinion, that as Citizens of 
these States, interested in their 
prosperity and religiously regard- 
ing the Allegiance which we owe 
them, it is to an Ecclesiastical 
source only, we can apply in the 
present exigency. 

It may be of consequence to ob- 
serve, that in these States, there is 
a separation between the concerns 
of policy and those of Religion; that 
accordingly, our civil rulers cannot 
officially join in the present appli- 
cation, that however we are far 
from apprehending the opposition 
or even displeasure of any of those 
Honorable Personages; and finally. 
that in this business we are justified 
by the Constitutions of the respec- 
tive States, which are the founda- 
tion and the controul of all our 
laws. On this point, we beg leave 
to refer to the enclosed extracts 
from the Constitutions of the re- 
spective States, of which we are 
Citizens, and we flatter ourselves 
that they must be satisfactory. 

Thus we have stated to your 
Lordships the nature and_ the 
grounds of our application, which 
we have thought 1t most respectful 
and most suitable to the magnitude 
of the object, to address to your 
Lordships, for your deliberation, 
before any person is sent over to 
carry them into effect. Whatever 
may be the event, no time will ef- 
face the remembrance of the past 
services of your Lordships and your 
predecessors. ‘The Archbishops of 
Canterbury were not prevented 
even by the weighty concerns of 
their high stations from attending 
to the interests of this distant 
branch of the Church under their 
care. The Bishops of London were 


our Diocesans; and the uninterrupt- 
ed although voluntary submission of 
our So will remain a 
perpetual proof of their mild and 
paternal government. All the Bish- 
ops of England, with other dis- 
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tinguished characters, as well eccle- 
siastical as civil, have concurred in 
forming and carrying on the bene- 
volent views of the Society for pro- 
pagating the Gospel in foreign parts. 
A society to which, under God, the 
prosperity of our’ Church is in an 
eminent degree to be ascribed. It 
is our earnest wish to be permitted 
to make, through your Lordships, 
this just acknowledgement to that 
venerable Society. A tribute of 
gratitude which we the rather take 
this opportunity of paying, as, while 
they thought it necessary to with- 
draw their pecuniary assistance 
from our Ministers, they have en- 
deared their past favors by a bene- 
volent declaration, that it is far 
from their thoughts to alienate their 
affections from their brethren, now 
under another Government, with 
the pious wish, that their former 
exertions may still continue to bring 
forth the fruits. they aimed at, of 
pure religion and virtue. Our hearts 
are penetrated with the most livel 
gratitude by these generous senti- 
ments. The long succession of 
former benefits passes in review 
before us, and we pray, that our 
Church may be a lasting monument 
of the usefulness of so worthy a 
body, and that her Sons may never 
cease to be kindly affectioned to the 
members of that Church, the Fath- 
ers of which have so tenderly watch- 
ed over her infancy. 

For your Lordships in particular, 
we most sincerely wish and pray, 
that you may long continue the or- 
naments of the Church of England, 
and at last receive the reward of 
the righteous, from the great Shep- 
herd and Bishop of Souls. 

We are, with all the respect 
which is due to your exalted and 
venerable characters and stations, 
your Lordships’ most obedient and 
most humble Servants. 

Witiram Wuiret, D. D. 
President, Rector of Christ Church and 
St. Peters, Philadelphia. 
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For New York. 
SamvuEL Provost, 
Rector of Trinity Church, New York, 
James Duane, Lay Deputy. 
For New Jersey. 
ABRAHAM Bracu, 
Rector of Christ Church, New Brunswick. 
Uza. OcpEN, 
Rector of Christ Church, in Sussex C*ty. 
Parrick Dennis, Lay Deputy. 
For Pennsylvania. 
Samvuet Macaw, D. D. 
Rector of St. Paul’s Church, Philadel. 
Rosertr BiackwELtL, 
Assistant Minister of Christ Church and 
St. Peter’s, Philadelphia. 
JosrErH Hutcuins, 
Rector of St. James Church, Lancaster. 
Joun CAMPBELL, 
Rector of York and Huntingdon. 
Ricuarp Perers, 7) 
JosErH Swirt, 
SAMUEL PowELL, 
Joun CLarRK, 
Nicnotas Jones, 
Tuomas Hart ey, 
Epwarp DurFiELp, 
Anprew Doz, 
For Delaware. 
Cu’s. H. Wuarron, D. D. 
Rector of Emanuel Church, New Castle, 
on omcanniy™ 
OBERT Clay, 
James SykeEs, ‘ Lay Deputies. 
For Maryland. 
WituiaM Smirnu, D. D. 
Principal of Washington College and 
Rector of Chester Parish. 
Samuet Keensg, D. D. 
Rector of Dorchester Parish. 
WitiaMm West, D. D. 
Rector of St. Paul’s, Baltimore Town. 
Joun Anprews, D. D. 
Rector of St. Thomas’s, Baltimore. 
Tuomas Crapock, Lay Deputy. 
For Virginia. 
Davip GriFFITHs, 
Rector of Fairfax Parish. 
Joun Pace, Lay Deputy. 
For South Carolina. 
Henry Purceni, D. D. 
Rector of St. Michael’s, Charlestown, 


Jacos Rep, ‘ Lay Deputies. 


L Lay Dep’ ts. 





Cu’s. Pinckney, 
In Convention, Christ Church, Philadel. 
phia, October 5th, 1785. : 
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To the Editors of the Repertory. 


I am interested in the inquiry of 

our correspondent ‘‘Juvenis.”— 
competed to give counsel on the 
subject, difficult and distressing to 
myself as well as to him, I can on- 
ly say, that I am inclining to the 
opinion. that the office for the min- 
istration of the Sacrament of Bap- 
tism to infants, contemplated the 
sponsors as real believers. This 
seems to me to be demanded by 
proper considerations of the nature 
of the sacrament. As Juvenis has 
not propounded his inquiry defi- 
nitively, I desire you will receive 
such a modification of it from me, 
as will meet the whole difficulty of 
the case. 

Ought any other than communi- 
cants to be admitted as sponsors? 

A reply to this question, which 
shall be conclusive, will greatly re- 
lieve me. Tuvum Est: 


For the Repertory. 
LETTER FROM A CLERGYMAN. 


Dear Brother: 


Shall I say I am ashamed of my 
long silence? I cannot, for it has 
been almost unavoidable. Many, 
many are the times I have set to 
write you; but when the season 
came, it proved not only to be in- 
convenient, but if applied in the 
way intended, more imperative du- 
ties would have been neglected. I 
have frequently made the remark, 
and perhaps to you, that for many 
years past I have been looking for- 
ward for a season of more rest and 
leisure. Experience has taught me 
that each succeeding year has 


brought with it additional cares and 
labours; and now it seems that my 
troubles multiply, not with years, 
but with the months and weeks. For 
the last six or eight weeks I have 
been as rapid in my movements as 
an itinerant preacher, and to-mor- 
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row I must again set out upon the 
business of ‘our King and master,’ 
and shall be at home one Sunda 

only out of the four succeeding. If 
all this running about be productive 
by the blessing of our God, of any 
good—if it shall result in callin 

one sinner to repentance, or lea 

one to think seriously of his latter 
end, I shall be more than rewarded: 
A door seems to have been opened 
of late, and I have been strongly 
impressed with a belief that I was 
called to enter in andlabour. The 
Lord hitherto has helped—it seems 
that he owns and blesses the feeble 
efforts made in his name—and by 
choosing the weak things of the 
world, still to manifest to the wor- 
shippers of Baal that there is a God 
in Israel. The work is his—the 
power is his—and the souls of the 
people are his also. I feel, dear 
Brother, a desire, yea, a wish, to 
be spent in the cause of Christ— 
every thing outward I can have— 
and if I know any thing of myself, 
can say, with sincerity, as Paal 
did. **f am not ashamed of the 
Gospel of Christ.”? But then, this 
poor desperately wicked heart—how 
ill does it requite the love of my 
Saviour—how full of corruption and 
sin—how does every thought, even 
when directed homewards, present- 
ly sink back to this sin-struck 
world, and render the soul an unfit 
habitation for the pure and sacred 
spirit of God! Yes, my Brother, 
we may preach and preach, and tell 
others the way of salvation, and 
what will it all avail if we ourselves 
shall be castaways? Oh! how deep 
—deep is the corruption and de- 
pravity of human nature! and where 
we are but moderately sensible of 
this fact, and consider what purity 
of soul is required in those who 
minister at God’s holy altar, have 
we not reason to say with Paul, 
‘Oh! wretched man that I am”— 
may we not exclaim, ‘who is suffi- 
cient for these things??? Truly if 
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the souls of men are alike, it will 
be an act of free, sovereign, un- 
merited mercy, if one is saved in 
the day of judgment! Salvation, I 
am more and more convinced every 
day—is grace—free grace and noth- 
ing else. I see it in every attempt 
which we make to keep God’s com- 
mandments with a perfect heart.— 
Even when we approach him in the 
ways of his appointment, and feel 
his spirit melting down our strong 
hearts, how many allowances must 
his infinite goodness make if our 
poor services are accepted. I con- 
fess, Brother, that when I consider 
and reflect seriously, as I often do, 
upon the lives of the primitive mar- 
tyrs and confessors—when I call to 
mind their sufferings—their labours 
—their patience—the strength of 
their faith—and above all, their 
love and humility, I have been led 
not only to tremble for myself, but 
to doubt whether I have ever seen 
an humble and devoted follower of 
Jesus. We are not called upon to 
resist unto blood, and the favour 
which God bestows upon us, in- 
stead of begetting in us an humble 
and lowly spirit, puffs us up and 
fills our heats with spiritual pride. 
We then go directly about doing 
something ourselves, which our fool- 
ish hearts persuade us will justify 
us before God, instead of laying 
hold of the atoning righteousness of 
the Cross with the humility—the 
simplicity and thankfulness of a 
little child. 

Yes, this self-righteous, legal 
spirit, will invade our hearts and 
lead us captive before we are well 
aware of its approach—it is the 
great stone of stumbling to those 
who have but just commenced the 
christian race; and alas! is too often 
the fatal rock against which the 
veteran soldier of the Cross is dash- 
ed to pieces. Iam persuaded, ful- 


ly persuaded in my own mind, that 
the standard of christianity has 
been lowered among modern pro- 
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fessors—depend upon it, it has 
been made to bend so much that the 
professor and the man of the world 
seem often to walk hand in hand— 
in the same paths—and in the same 
steps. Religion, pure, undefiled 
religion—the religion of Christ— 
the religion which will mend the 
heart and influence the conduct 
will never prevail—will never flou- 
rish while things continue in this 
state. ‘There must be an alteration. 
“Judgment must begin with -the 
house of God??—with the ministers 
of Gud’s word—we must all live 
nearer to the cross of Christ—we 
must strive for a closer walk—a 
more intimate communion with the 
Father of lights—we must cultivate 
internal sanctity—and pray unceas- 
ingly that the affections and dispo- 
sitions of our souls may be more 
and more assimilated to the divine 
image, until the love of God fills 
and engrosses all our powers.— 
Sometimes I feel just as I think one 
of the old Christians did—and just 
as one now ought—-no distrust—no 
fear—all within, joy—-hope and 
peace. Then again, when I re- 
member the awful responsibility of 
God’s minister, have I not reason 
to fear and tremble? If Chrysos- 
tom on the Priesthood fills me with 
alarm—and yet every word he 
speaks I believe to be true;—-I feel 
more than ever the justice of his re- 
marks when called to attend at the 
sick bed. It is with me an awful 
season, and never yet have I been 
satisfied with myself after visiting 
a sick penitent. If it were not for 
the promises of God to his people 
—if Christ had not manifested to 
us his love in a way that is calcu- 
lated to remove all distrust, what 
would poor, frail and erring man do 
under such circumstances. And 
yet how often, when we have felt 
weakest—when we weré most in 
need, has God come to our help by 
his spirit, and strengthened us to 
perform our duty? Remember me 
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then, Brother, in your prayers— 
especially pray that I may enjoy a 
comfortable sense of God’s presence 
—that my soul may become a fit 
habitation for his Holy Spirit. I 
ask this at your hands, for my la- 
bour here is great and my fellow 
servants few. If ever there was a 
time when the disciples should 
strengthen the hands of each other, 


it is the present. Many, Phi 
thousands make a profession of re- 
ligion—but alas! their lives! It is 


better that religion should be per- 
secuted with the sword and the fag- 
got, than it should become fashiona- 
ble. I have not written half I in- 
tended——but I am afraid I should 
weary you if I kept on and filled 
out another sheet. 

Ihave many things to write a- 
beut, and intended to put in, but 
have runthrough my paper before I 
was aware. 


For the Repertory. 


Messrs. Editors: You will grati- 
fy a large, probably the larger part 
of your readers, by inserting the 
following touching tribute to the 
character of woman. It is paid to 
her by that extraordinary person, 
Ledyard, the American ‘Traveller. 
“‘T have observed among all na- 
tions, that the women ornament 
themselves more than the men; but 
wherever found, they are the same 
kind, civil, obliging, humane, ten- 
der beings; that they are ever in- 
clined to be gay and cheerful, tim- 
orous and modest. They do not 
hesitate, like man, to perform a 
hospitable and generous action; not 
haughty, nor arrogant, nor super- 
cilious, but full of courtesy, and 
fond of society; industrious, eco- 
nomical, and generous; more lia- 
ble in general to err, than man, but 
in general, more virtuous, and per- 
forming more good actions, than 
he. I never addressed myself, in 
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the language of decency and friend- 
ship, toa woman, whether civilized ° 
or savage, without receiving a de- 
cent and friendly answer. With 
man, it has often been otherwise. — 
In wandering over the barren plains 
of inhospitable Denmark, through 
honest Sweden, frozen Lapland, 
rude and cheerless Finland, un- 
a Russia, and the wide 
spread regions of the wandering 
artar, if hungry, dry, cold, wet, 
or sick, Woman has ever been 
friendly to me, and uniformly so; 
and to add to this virtue, so wor- 
thy the appellation of benevolence, 
these actions have been performed 
in so free and kind a manner, that 
if I was dry, I drank the sweet 
draft, and if hungry, eat the coarse 
morsel, with a double relish.” 

To this extract, let'me add the 
opinions on two interesting sub- 
jects, of the same acute and origi- 
nal thinker, whose extent and op- 
peetunsy of observation make 

is opinions valuable. Ledyard 
had come to the conclusion, ‘‘as 
the result of assiduous and exten- 
sive enquiry,” that the varieties 
of colour and features in the human 
species ‘‘originate from natural 
causes, and are the effect of external 
and local causes.”? ‘This opinion 
coincides with the Scripture ac- 
count of the original identity of the 
human race. He bears his testi- 
mony to the evidence which he eve- 
ry where saw, of this truth, and the 
fact of a Deluge. ‘I am satisfied 
(he says) that the great general a- 
nalogy in the customs of men, can 
only be accounted for, by supposing 
them all to compose one family; 
and by extending the idea, and u- 
niting customs, traditions, and his- 
tory, I am satisfied that this com- 
mon origin was such, or nearly 
such as related by Moses, and com- 
monly believed among the nations 
of the earth. There is also a trans- 
position of things on the globe, that 
must have been produced by a 
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causefequal to the effect, which is 
vast and curious. Whether I re- 
pose on facts observed by myself, 
or send imagination forth to find a 
cause, they both declare to,me a 
general Deluge.” 

Leesburg, August 1828. 


REMARKS ON THE IMPROVEMENT 
OF THE LITURGY. 


I now proceed to what was third- 
ly proposed, some suggestions to 
those who may think the subject 
worthy of their consideration, on 
the improvement of the Liturgy.— 
And I do it net without being 
fully aware of the strong prejudices 
existing against even agitating this 
subject; and how much of vanity 
there may seem to be in supposing 
myself capable of improving what is 
already so excellent. But this is 
counterbalanced by the considera- 
tions that what is thought of myself 
is comparatively ef very little im- 
portance; that what is offered on 
this subject is sure not to pass for 
more than its worth; that it will 
be noticed no farther than it is 
reasonable, and probably not so far: 
and also that canvassing in public 
important subjects, is highly use- 
ful, provided it be done in a chris- 
tian spirit of candour and love.— 
When a contrary spirit predomi- 
nates, the evil too often more than 
balances the good. 

Many think our Liturgy, as it now 
is, so perfect that an angel cannot 
mend it; such will pity, if they 
deign to notice, the presumption of 
avery frail mortal. Others, and in 
much greater number, are of opin- 
ion that though there may be faults 
or defects in our ecclesiastical poli- 
ty, and in our Prayer Book, they 
ought to be concealed. I am most 
_ decidedly of the contrary opinion. 
‘. Each private christian should in- 
cline to conceal the faults of all o- 
thers; but he cannot well be too 
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strict, or too ready to detect, and 
to confess his own. The like 
is true of churches, and of christian 
sects. Little cood and much evil 
results, geverally speaking, from 
searching after and exposing the 
errors and failings of ether denomi- 
nations; great good and no evil will 
be the consequence of being eagle- 
eyed in discovering, and unpreju- 
diced and faithful in correcting our 
own faults and imperfections.— 
This is the direct way to improve; 
to grow better; to ‘go on to perfec- 
tion.”” Fewit is believed are more 
gratified than myself when our 
church is praised by those who are 
disinterested; and none probably 
are more mortified when churchmen 
praise themselves: a mortification 
which of course is often felt. For 
as’Americans are said to be cele- 
brated among the nations of the 
earth for ‘*bragging’’ and trumpet- 
ing their own fame; so we may well 
fear that in the like confidence of 
boasting Episcopalians take the lead 
of all christian denominations in 
this country, the Unitarians per- 
haps excepted. He is justly re- 
puted a “wise man,”’ who said, 
‘*Let another man praise thee, and 
not thine own mouth; a stranger, 
and not thine own lips.” 

But tho’ we should not, without 
a view to some particular good, ex- 
pose the faults of others; yet it is as 
much our duty to oppose and to 
correct error as to maintain truth. 
And if there be even imperfections 
in the Liturgy which may easily be 
corrected, it is my duty (at this 
providential time especially) to hold 
them up to public view. There are 
expressions in our Prayer Book, 
which, if they were not found 
there; and were heard from the 7% 
of those who pray extempore, 
piscopalians would be perhaps a- 
mong the most forward to criticise 
and condemn. As for instance, 
“‘O God the Father of Heaven:”— 
‘¢ This day and this night, ” in the 


s 
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same sentence. When men pray 
without premeditation, some inac- 
curacies are to be expected, and 
ought to be excused: but nothing 
can justify the retaining of any 
thing improper or incorrect in our 
established forms. 

And it ought to be, much more 
than itis, considered that he who is 
blind to all faults in the Prayer 
Book, and whose mouth is ever 
filled with its praises, may not be 
more truly its friend than others 
who, the more they love it, the 
more concern they feel for any 
the least defects: and who expose 
its faults, or what they deem such, 
with the view only that they may 
be examined, and, if it be found 
= ite he corrected. The parent 
who is always praising his children 
and the order of his household, and 
can see nothing wrong in either, 
may be no more a friend to his 
house, than another parent is to his 
own, who is careful to discover, 
and anxious to correct every imper- 
fection; leaving it with his neigh- 
bours to praise what is good. 

Some improvement I believe, and 
am not singular in believing, may 
be made in the **Table of Lessons 
for Sundays;” and also in that ‘*for 
Holy Days.” In very few, if any 
of our churches is there daily ser- 
vice; and of course the Select Les- 
sons are almost all of the holy 
Scriptures which are actually read 
in public for the instruction of our 
people. While then so very large 
a part of the Bible’is omitted, that 
a number of Lessons, even twenty- 
six, should be taken from the Apoc- 
rypha, is in the view of very many 
worse than disgraceful. Perhaps 
some may think it suitable to wor- 
ship instituted to the honour or 
commemoration of Saints. We 
certainly mean to show no venera- 
tion for dead mén or dead women 
inconsistent with the true faith in 
one God and one Mediator: yet it 
is a lamentable fact that the honour 
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which we seem to show them'th cel- 
ebrating their anniversaries, callin 
our churches by their names, an 
reading gens re lessons in pref- 
erence to the holy Scriptures, has 
operated much, and still does not a 
little to the injury of our church, 
by strengthening the belief of many 
plous protestants, that we are not 
wholl¥ reformed frem the errors of 
popery. Whether the evil is coun- 
terbalanced by any real advantages 
is worthy of consideration. 

“The Sentences” with which the 
Service commences, appear to me 
to have been intended not to show 
or introduce the nature or fitness or 
particular occasion of the worship 
which is to follows; but to prepare 
the people for the confession of 
their sins. And if in this I am cor- 
rect, the three first, as also those 
for “thanksgiving,”? ought to be tae 
ken away, and the sentences left as 
they formerly were. 

The words *“the same,” found in 
the exhortation, and among other 
parts of the service, are inelegant, 
and may easily be exchanged for 
better. And the last word of the 
exhortation, ‘*saying,’? is worse 
than useless: for according to the 
grammatical construction as it now 
stands, what the minister says in 
the Confession following, he ad- 
dresses, not to God, but to the peo- 

le. 

For the word ‘‘miserable”’in the 
Confession, and in the Litany, ma- 
ny think a better might be substi- 
tuted. 

Something has been said of the 
Psalms; and much might be added. 

The responsive part of our wor- 
ship is very beautiful; but many 
think, with some reason, that we 
have too much of it. It is certain 


that some of the Psalms are for this 
purpose less edifying, and to many 
of our people seem so unsuitable 
for christian worship, that they find 
it painful to use them. The pre- 
sent divisions of the Psalms into 
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measured portions, without regard 
to their subjects, renders them ill- 
matched and discordant. ‘If one 
half, or at most two thirds of the 
Psalms were well chosen and judi- 
ciously assorted into the same num- 
ber of portions, they would perhaps 
in every respect be better than the 
whole as now read. 

In the prayer for the President 
and others in authority, the words 
‘¢most heartily ’? seem to imply ei- 
ther that we offer that prayer with 
more earnestness than any of the 
others; or an apprehensfon that 
some (of the people, for God knows 
theheart,) may doubt of our sincer- 
ity in praying for our rulers: in ei- 
ther of these senses the words are 
unsuitable. Why they should be 
inserted in the Liturgy of a nation- 
al church, and under a monarchical 
government, we can easily per- 
ceive; as we can also why the En- 
glish should pray that their rulers 
may live long and be prosperous; 
for their rulers, the King especial- 
ly, hold their office during life; and 
of course the interest of the nation 
and the happiness of the people are 
intimately connected with the life 
and prosperity of the Sovereign, and 
others in authority. But why we 
should pray that our rulers, who are 
elected once in 4 or 6 years at farth- 
est, should be permitted ‘in health 
and prosperity long to live,” when 
we ask the same favour for no other 
sort or condition of men, no good 
reason can be assigned. 

The transition from the prayer 
for the President to the Litany, is 
somewhat abrupt and unnatural.— 
For sucha change in the form of 
our devotions the mind is not duly 

repared. This might be remedied 


in part atleast by placing that pray- 
er after the Litany; or among the 
Occasional Prayers and Thanks- 
giving, 

In tiie excellent ‘*Prayer for all 
conditions of men,”? the word ‘‘fi- 
nally,” is not the most proper: be- 
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cause directly after that prayer*we 
always pray for other, and some- 
times many other things. _ It is not 
wise to have many last words. 

The General Thanksgiving is 
perhaps the best form ever compos- 
ed by man. 

The ‘Prayer of St. Chrysostom” 
is excellent, and very appropriate 
to the place it occupies: and yet it 
is remarkable that when our other 
prayers, however short, are offered 
expressly in the name and through 
the merits of Jesus Christ, this last 
prayer of the morning and evening 
Service should be an exception.— 
Not however that I propose any al- 
teration: for it may well be question- 
ed whether the formality of praying 
in Christ’s name, be not carried to 
excess. ‘Truly asking in Christ’s 
name consists not so much in men- 
tioning his name at the end of ever 
sentence or petition, as in our fait 
and trust when we pray. In the 
words of the Lord’s Prayer, or in 
this of St. Chrysostom, we may do 
it as truly and acceptably as in any 
of our Collects. And we may add 
that bowing at the name of Jesus, 
in St. Paul’s sense, is not literally 
nodding the head or bending the 
body when that sacred name is spo- 
ken or heard; but in acknowledg- 
ing his Divinity, and worshipping 
him as God. Our Convention, in 
revising the Prayer Book, have 
shown their wisdom in not requi- 
ring that this should be done in re- 
peating the Creed. We ought to 
bow equally at the three sacred 
names; it is enough to ‘*honour the 
Son as we honour the Father.” I 
mention this not to condemn the 
practice of those who choose diterat- 
ly to bow at the name of Jesgi§p par- 
ticularly and only when the” Creed 
is said; but that they may censidt 
why they do it, and understand why 
others neglect it. 

It would be perhaps more pru- 
dent to express passages of Scrip- 
ture, the Psalms excepted, accord- 
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ing-to the authorized version: as 
‘‘the Communion (instead of the 
fellowship) of the Holy Ghost. 

In the evening Prayer, for Bo- 
num est confitert, a more suitable 
Psalm or parts of a Psalm might 
be substituted. 

In the first two verses of Deus 
misereatur is a defect in grammati- 
cal accuracy, which it is believed 
may be corrected without any es- 
sential departure from the Hebrew; 
with much less certainty than is 
now found in other parts of the old 
version. 

In the ‘Collect for aid against 
perils,” we speak of this day and 
this night, which seems very ab- 
surd. In the English Prayer Book 
it is different, and very suitable to 
the original design of Vespers. If 
the Collect now were generally 
used at the close of the day, and 
when the evening is commencing, 
it might be supposed to mean, the 
day which is recently past, and the 
night which now begins: and even 
there the expression would be bad 
enough; but it is actually used in 
many of our churches before the 
most usual hour of dining; and in 
the most of them before the hour 
of three in the afternoon, where no 
reason or conceit can justify our 
saying, this night. 

In the first sentence of the Lita- 
y the expression is bad. If by the 

ther of heaven, we mean Heaven- 
ly Father, why not say so? And 
yet in what other sense God is the 

ather of Heaven any more than of 
the earth or of the sun is not easy 
to conceive. 

There are many names of God 
found in the Bible, and whether, 
with such a choice of appellations 
it is expedient and wise to address 
him by the name “Trinity,’”? which 
is not found there, merits conside- 
ration. Unreasonable advantage is 
taken of it to prejudice many a- 
gainst the Liturgy. We need no 
language but that of God’s word, 


in addressing, er in proving the 
doctrine of three persons in the De- 
ity. 

ae question, though I do not 
deny, the propriety of praying to 
be ‘‘delivered from sudden death.’ 
If however, the meaning is, as ma- 
ny choose to understand the word, 
death without due preparation, it 
should be so expressed. 

Whether it would not be better 
to pray Ged ‘to bless and preserve 
all rulers and magistrates,”’ without 
restrictign to those who are *‘chris- 
tians,” 1s also worthy of considera- 
tion: and the more when we reflect 
how few of those who are rulers and 
magistrates, even profess or call 
themselves christians. Lf the mean- 
ing be, those who rule in countries 
called christian, it is not very in- 
telligibly expressed. 

The prayer that God will ‘beat 
down Satan under our feet,” might 
be altered for the better. 

That part of the Litany which 
we are allowed to omit, I shall pass 
without any. remarks. 

In the “prayer for a person un- 
der affliction,’’ there is a defect 
more easily perceived than reme- 
died. As it now is, we are often 
constrained to use this prayer on 
occasions of deaths when none are 
really mourners; to speak of surviv- 
ing relatives as visited with troubles 
and distress; to pray that under their 
affliction, they may have patience, 
resignation and comfort, when no 
one supposes that they actually feel 
any sorrow or distress. One of the 
most popular objections to establish- 
ed forms of prayer is this difficulty 
of accommodating them to particular 
cases and circumstances. People 
do not, as they ought, consider that 
all things human partake of imper- 
fection; and that there is an oppo- 
site error no less to be avoided.— 
If our Liturgy is not sufficiently 
particular, it must be allowed that 
extemporary prayers are generally 
too much so, introducing facts and 
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minute circumstances which are 
unsuitable and degrading to that 
holy exercise. What in our Litur- 
gy is really defective in this and in 
other cases, might in a great de- 
gree be remedied by adding to the 
variety of our occasional prayers. 

Our Collects for the + and 
especially for some of the Sundays 
after Trinity, might be easily and 
much improved. Many of them 
are too short, and too deficient in 
matter, containing, besides the in- 
troduction and conclusion, which 
are almost common to them all, but 
a part, and sometimes but a small 
part of one sentence. If to each 
Collect thus defective, one or two 
sentences were added, praying for 
some things for which we now pray 
too little or not at all, it would ve- 
ry materially enrich our service, 
and only add, on these particular 
days, at most one half of a minute 
to its length. And we should in 
consequence have a far greater va- 
riety of prayers suitable to be se- 
lected for use on many particular 
occasions. 

Another very objectionable fault 
in our prayers generally is, that the 
sentences are too long. Indeed 
there are but few of them, however 
long, which contain more than one 
sentence each. Thus in the offices 
for consecrating a church, and for 
ordaining deacons and priests and 
bishops, which contain many of our 
longest prayers, there is not one 
that contains more than a sentence; 
except one short one to be used af- 
ter the communion. This is con- 
trary to the rules of good composi- 
tion; and what is worse, it is in 
consequence harder to read the 
prayer; and worst of all, itis a hin- 
drance to devotion and to their re- 
ligious use. 

In the opinion of many, too much 
in our Liturgy is said of our ene- 
mies. If our spiritual enemies are 
meant, that meaning should be more 
clearly exprest. Christians, as St. 
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Chrysostom observes, should ‘‘have 
but one enemy, the Devil.”” With 
him they should ‘*be never recon- 
ciled:” of any other enemy they 
should rarely speak or think.— 
With much reluctance should we 
believe or admit that any of our 
fellow men are so wicked as to be 
our enemies. 

Would it not be better that the 
people should not sit while the 
Epistle is read; or not rise at the 
reading of the Gospel? We may 
affect to despise the common objec- 
tions to our too much rising and 
sitting; but it is of some serious in- 
jury, and ought not to be retained 
any farther than it is productive of 
still greater good. 

After the reading of the Gospel 
something should be added. Cus- 
tom alone can hinder our perceiv- 
ing, if there be any who do not per- 
ceive the great awkwardness of our 
hay very abrupt conclusion.— 

‘hen we consider too how proper 
and beautiful an ending there is to 
the Morning Prayer and Litany, it 
seems the more strange that we 
should then go on longer, till in the 
real end of the service we break off 
suddenly without any thing like a 
suitable conclusion. Some other 
improvement may, if the Lord per- 
mit, be suggested to the considera- 
tion of our brethren in a subsequent 
communication.—[ Epis. Register. 


—3 
For the Repertory. 


Messrs. Editors:—The following 
statement of the Doctrine of Pre- 
destination, by Arminius, is rarely 
to be met with. It may add to the 
variety of the matter of the Reper- 
tory. It is given, not to excite 
controversy, but to aid pious reflec- 
tions. 

It will readily be perceived, that 
in this scheme, the foreknowledge 
of God is the ground of his De- 
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crees, which are made in accord- 
ance with the foreseen acts of free 
agents, under such “order, govern- 
ment and event” as he saw good, in 
his wisdom, mercy, and grace, to 
ordain and establish, in relation to 
scevery man, and all men.” It is 
clear, that the certainty of events, 
in this statement of Arminius, is 
what Whitby would call ‘moral 
certainty;”’ that is, that an event 
foreseen by God will certainly come 
to pass, not because he willed that 
it should happen, without regard to 
the relations of moral agents to the 
‘torder, government and event” of 
his Providence, but because the 
causes, motives, &c. which his wis- 
dom, mercy and grace induced him 
to ordain, would certainly produce 
their appropriate results, which re- 
sults would be consistent with all 
his attributes. God’s foreknowl- 
edge, in this scheme, is not found- 
ed on a physical necessity (or any 
thing like it) antecedently establish- 
ed, bit on a moral certainty, arising 
out of the all-wise and gracious con- 
stitution of things ordained by him. 

This view of this doctrine main- 
tained by Whitby and Arminius, is 
the demonstrated conclusion of the 
three masterly discourses of Dwight 
on ‘the Decrees of God.” 


ILLUSTRATION OF PREDESTINA-. 


TION, BY ARMENIUS. 


1. God, by his infinite under- 
standing, from all eternity, knew 
all things possible to be. 

2. Among other infinite things 
ossible to be, in his understanding, 
e*conceived all this frame of the 

world that now is, and in it-all the 
race of mankind, from the first man 
to the last, every one in his several 
order, government, and event, only 
as possible to be, if he would say 
the word. 

3. He knew how to alter the or- 
dering of either all, or of any part, 
or person, in the race of mankind, 
so as other effects, and other ends 


than those that now are, might be 
brought forth, if he would otherwise 
order them. 

4. But that considering this 
frame of the world, and order of 
mankind, (as it now is,) he judged 
it was exceedingly good for the 
manifestation of the glory of his 
wisdom, power, goodness, mercy, 
justice, ominion and lordship, if 

e should will or decree to put it 
into execution’and into being. 

5. God infallibly foreknew, that 
if he should decree to put it into 
execution, that then these and these 
—— persons, would certain- 
y by these order of means and 
eapheg be brought to eternal 
ife; and that these other particular 
persons under their order of means 
and government, through their own 
faults would go into perdition, if 
justice should be done them. 

6. Though he knew what these 
would be, yet he determined and 
decreed, out of his own absolute 
will and pleasure to say, fiat, let it 
be so, and to put into execution and 
into being all this which he had in 
his understanding; and in so doing 
he predestinated all men, either to 
life or death eternal. 

‘‘For he predestinated to life, 
those particular men to whom, out 
of his own good pleasure he decreed 
to give those happy means, which 
being given he foreknew they would 
thereby become vessels fit for hon- 
our.”’ 


LETTER TO THE EDITORS. 


Messrs. Editors: 1 have several 
objections to a man’s always look- 
ing grave and talking solemnly; 

ea, even though he were a Bishop. 

o come at once upon my ‘‘strong 

round”—a man does not always 
joel grave; to assume such an ap- 
pearance, therefore, at all times, is 
really a sort of hypocrisy. If we 
were never to smile, why have 
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laughing muscles been given us?— 
Always to put on a solemn look, is 
in fact to affect a paralysis of at 
least half the muscles of the face. 
There is that, moreover, in the con- 
stitution of our minds—not what 
sin has introduced, but what God 
implanted—to lead us sometimes to 
be sprightly, vivacious—yea, even 
to a certain degree gay. Had the 
Creator designed us to be only 


' grave, He would doubtless not have 


given us fancy and stirring suscep- 
tibilities—hearts of joy and spirits 
of gladness. 

‘hat is thus natural to us as in- 
tellectual beings, must be connect- 
ed, it would seem, with our moral 
and religious character. And so it 
is in fact. Never to allow our spi- 
rits to be sprightly and playful, is 
to cultivate a aatnss and stupidi- 
ty which will depress devotional 
feeling, as well as mental exercises 
of every kind. A highly religious 
character not less than a highly intel- 
lectual one, is enly to be gained b 
allowing the mind to relax itself 
now and then. The bow always 
bent, looses its energy; so is it strict- 
ly with the mind. Deprive it of 
elasticity, and you kill its moral as 
well as all other energies. 

But to maintain a solemn gravity 
at all times, unrelieved by any 
buoyancy of spirit, is not onl 
unnatural and injurious, but posi- 
tively very wrong for another rea- 
son also. He gives but a poor re- 
commendation of his religion who 
would make it to seem gloomy— 
nay, worse, he absolutely gives a 
false representation of it. 

Well, to proceed no farther in il- 
lustrating, what is so very obvious, 
that a cheerful and sprightly man- 
ner is not only lawful, but well 
worth cultivating; I come to say, 
that as it is with a Christian man, 
so also with a Christian Magazine; 
it may not be its perfection to be 
always given to saying grave things 
in a grave way. 
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Would you, therefore, Messrs. 
Editors, or some of your correspon- 
dents, now and then furnish your 
readers with articles of somewhat a 
lighter character than formal es- 
says—teaching us truth, and teach- 
ing us religion still, but with some 
little art to attract attention and 
please our lighter fancies and feel- 
ings; | am persuaded you would do 
some of us more good, on the whole: 
we might read such articles when 
we should not feel inclined to pore 
over dry moral rules. 

Having thus ventured to suggest 
these things, I may very properly 
leave the subject to your considera- 
tion, and that of your more judici- 
ous correspondents. 

ANTONIO. 


ae ee 


For the Repertory. 
THE VISION OF SAINT JOHN.. 


By Patmos’ shore the Exile stood, 

And on the dark Egean flood 

Look’d calmly. 0©’er the mountains wild 

The Sabbath evening sweetly smiled. 

The leaf was resting in the grove; 

The clouds hung motionless above, 

And on the land and on the sea 

Each echo slumbered quietly. 

It was an hour the Prophet sought 

For holy meditative thought. 

With folded arms he stood, and eye 

Fix’d on the bright reflected sky, 

Like one who saw beneath that sea 

The secrets of eternity. 

To him it seem’d as if the time 

Was come when nature’s glorious chime 

Would cease, and from their silent graves, 

Beneath the ground or in the waves, 

The sleeping prisoners would rise 

To bliss or wo above the skies. 

But hark! His ear what sound then 
smote? 

Was it the trumpet’s thrilling note? 

Was it the thunder’s angry roar? 

Or did the ocean shake the shore? 

Sudden he turned and upwards gaz’d; 

All heav’n above, with glory blaz’d. 

A solemn breathless pause! when lo! 

Ascending slow—sublimely slow 

The deep blue curtain roll’d on high. 

What scenes then burst upon his eye! 

The everlasting city bright 
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Beam’d like a sun with living light. 

Upon a sea of glass there shone 

In mid-heaven set, a glorious throne 

That like a pyramid of gold 

And precious stones and gems untold 

Heaped on a level mirror, seem’d 

A double pile. Above it, gleam’d 

A bow of pure celestial ray 

That pour’d thro’ heav’n eternal day. 

As the clear orb that seems to rest 

Upon some icy mountain’s breast, 

So on his high and dazzling throne 

Appear’d the everlasting Son. 

Far whiter was his hair than snow, 

His face more bright than noonday glow, 

His eye outvied the lightning’s glance, 

Nis tongue more keen than warrior’s 
lance; 

Within his hand like beacon-light 

Upon some far off shore at night 

A constellation glimmer’d. Down 

E’en to his brazen feet a gown, 

Encircled by a zone of gold, 

Of priestly fashion, swept its fold. 

As some yast tow’r by bolt of heav’n 





Or sudden shock of earthquake riv’n, 
Backward the Prophet reeling fell, 
But soon he rose by secret spell 
Or hand upheld of Israel’s Lord. 
“Fear not”—-exclaim’d th’ Eternal 
Word, 

“I am the First and I the Last, 
The sum of present, future, past, 
Maker alone of men and things, 
The Lord of lords, the King of kings. 
On truth’s eternal pages bright, 
In lines of burning colours write 
The things which are or soon shall be 
On earth or in eternity.” 
Thus spake the ever glorious Word, 
Whose voice shall ne’er again be heard 
Until it shake this earthly shore 
And swear that time shall be no more. 
Down the celestial curtain roll’d 
Mid hymns of praise on harps of gold. 
Still by the dark /Egean flood 
The pensive Exile gazing stood, 
And balane’d in his reason seem’d 
Whether he saw or only dream’d. 

M. 





Revicws, 


An Address delivered at the commence- 
ment of the General Theological Semi- 
nary of the Protestant Epis’pal Church 
in the United States; held in St. John’s 
Chapel, in the City of New York, on 
the 27th day of June, 1828. By Wm. 
Wairr, D. D. Bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in Pennsylvania.— 
Published at the Request of the Trus- 
tees. New York. 


Ir is hardly possible to conceive 
of an occasion more deeply interest- 
ing than that on which a company 
of young men, having just complet- 
ed their last act of preparation for 
the Ministry of the Gospel, are as- 
sembled to receive from a venerable 
Overseer of the flock of God, whose 
days have almost run out in the 
work of a Christian Bishop—their 
last counsel and exhortation, before 
assuming the awful responsibilit 
of Stewards of the Mysteries of God. 
What an occasion for an aged Fa- 
ther in the Church, to bring all the 
weight of his experience, and all 


the influence of his venerable cha- 
racter, and all the solemn admoni- 
tion of the Word of God, to unite 
in one final effort to impress those 
youth with the deepest sense of the 
value of the souls of men—of the 
necessity of an untiring zeal in call- 
ing sinners to repentance and di- 
recting them to the Lamb of God— 
of the infinite importance of culti- 
vating, in their own hearts, a lively 
experience of all those spiritual at- 
tainments which they are to com- 
mend to others. Whatan occasion 
for such a man as Bishop White to 
make such ‘an impression! How 
the class to which the Address a- 
bove named was delivered, would 
have loved to receive it at his hands 
and how would the savour of the 
exhortation have spread to all the 
Ministers and rete ab for orders- 
in our Church. ‘That Bishop White, 
instead of an address of some such 
practical and heart affecting charac- 
ter, should have embraced an op- 
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portunity, such as we have describ- 
ed, to deliver an argument upon a 
cold subject of party controversy; 
the chief tendency of which, (in our 
humble estimation) was to promote 
a spirit of mere sectarianism in the 
minds of the young men addressed, 
and cause them to regard with par- 
ty jealousy the opinions and ways 
of a large portion of the clergy with 
whom they were se soon to be as- 
sociated; excited (we know) the as- 
tonishment of many who heard him; 
and with us, is a matter of serious 
regret. Could not a much better 
season have been found for such an 
argument? Could a better have 
been possibly obtained for such an 
address as we have hinted at? We 
would not, by any means, deny to 
those who address the students of 
the General Theological Seminary, 
the right or the propriety of setting 
before the young men whatever; in 
their estimation, is wrong in the 
ministerial course of any portion of 
the clergy; but we would see the 
time, and earnestly pray that we 
may see it, when the students of 
theology, in our Church, shall see 
by every word and feeling of those 
who speak to them, that, however 
important the outward things of our 
ministry and institutions, nothing 
to the Minister can in the least 
compare with the importance of a 
deep experience in his own heart of 
the spirit of Christ. We must con- 
fess that, from all we have read of 
Conventional Addresses—Charges 
—Pastoral Letters and Addresses 
to the General Theological Semina- 
ry, our candidates for orders and 
ministers have reason to wish that 
from the rulers of the Church, they 
might receive much more upon those 
lovely features of Gospel spirit and 
those great doctrines of Gospel 
truth, without the possession and 
the faithful exhibition of which, our 
ministry is but as ‘‘sounding brass 
and a tinkling cymbal.” 

But at the same time, that we re- 
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gret the subject of the Address be- 
ore us, we have nothing to com- 
plain of its manner towards those 
views it opposes. 

The chief topic of the perform- 


ance is expressed by the venerable 


author, *‘to be a specious but delu- 
sive profession of liberality, ences 
us to join in religious exercises, an 

in religious instruction, whether de- 
livered orally, or through the chan- 
nel of the press; in which it is un- 
derstood, that all distinctive princi- 
ples are to be lost sight of; and 
there is to be the sole object of re- 
garding truths, on which the mem- 
bers of the different communions 
are agreed.”” In other words, the 
chief subject of the Address, is the 
association of Episcopalians with 
Christians of other denominations,. 
upon those grounds of faith and 
practice in which they all agree, 
for the promotion of purposes of 
christian benevolence common to: 
them all. For example, (if we un- 
derstand Bishop White correctly) 
he would not consent that an Epis- 
copalian should unite with a Pres- 
byterian in publishing an essay (call 
it a Tract),- upon such subjects as 
the eternity of future punishment, 
or the value of the soul—in which 
they could entirely agree; because 
they maintain different views with 
regard to subjects, so unconnected 
with the former, as the apostolic ort- 
gin of three orders in the ministry; 
or the perseverance of the saints.— 
He would consider it a ‘departure 
from the spirit of our institutions,” 
and a committal “of the integrity 
and safety of the Church,” for an 
Rpisctpalian to unite his funds and 
exertions with those of a Presbyte- 
rian in disseminating a publication 
in defence of a doctrine so much in 
common as the Divinity of Christ, 
simply because there are others on 
which they could not unite, and 
which, therefore, they must leave 
to be maintained by their separate 
endeavours and according te their 
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respective views. We have tried 
to understand, as accurately as pos- 
sible, the principle upon which the 
author’s remarks are built, and, we 
believe, have correctly expressed it 
in the preceding sentences. We 
have no hesitation in avowing an 
entire difference of opinion as to al- 
most all his arguments and conclu- 
sions upon the topic in question; and 
trust we shall show, with all defer- 
ence to the age, office, character 
and learning of Bishop White, that 
our disagreement is not without 
reason. 

The Address commences with as- 
suming that, among those who unite 
with othor denominations, in the 
manner described above, as for ex- 
ample in the publication of Tracts 
upon doctrines and duties equally 
maintained by all, much stress is 
laid upon the ‘¢ liberality’? of such 
union. Hence the Author proceeds 
to show that the word liberality is 
no where used in Scripture, in re- 
ference to the associations in ques- 
tion: and because of this, he infers 
an ‘*unfavorable aspect”? towards 
what he terms ‘the doctrine of 
liberality.” Now we have no wish 
to dispute the assertion of Bp. 
White as to the use of the word 
liberality in the Bible. But we 
see no bearing it can have, upon 
the matter in debate. Whether 
the inspired writers ever meant by 
liberality any thing like an associa- 
tion of Presbyterians and Episco- 
palians to publish Tracts upon such 
common ground as the necessity of 
an atonement; seems in no wise 
connected with the question whe- 
ther such procedure be right or 
wrong. Call the spirit of the As- 
sociation, a spirit of liberality or of 
any thing else! Weare inquiring, 


not about the propriety of names, 
but of principles and of practice— 
Granting therefore that no use of 
the word /iberality occurs in Scrip- 
ture, bearing upon the point before 
us, we will pass on to another por- 
tion of the Address. 
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After having determined the use 
of the word, in Scripture, the author 
proceeds to consider the ‘‘theory” 
of those among whom the ‘‘delusive 
profession of liberality,” as he terms 
it, is found.. By this **theory” we 
suppose is meant, the delief that to 
associate with other denominations 
of Christians in the manner above 
exemplified, is not incompatible 
with the distinctive features of our 
Church. We would call it a doc- 
trine or principle instead of theory; 
for it is a point, in which we feel as 
well convinced as upon any doctrine 
of Revelation or fact of science.— 
But whatever is the best appellation 
the Bishop goes on to consider it, 
“as it respects the integrity and peace 
of our Church’? in each of “the three 

epartments; of doctrine, of the con- 
stitution and government of the 
Church, and of religious offices and 
worship.”’ 

Under the head of doctrine, he 
observes, 


*‘Under the head of doctrine, it is the 
declared sense of our Church in her 31st 
article, that ‘the offering of Christ once 
made, is that perfect redemption, propi- 
tiation and satisfaction for the sins of the 
whole world, both original and actual;” 
and the sentiment is confessedly sustain- 
ed in many of her prayers. It would 
seem impossible, that any faithful minis- 
ter of the Gospel can place himself in a 
situation, in which he must conceal the 
gracious truth, so conducive to the com- 
forting of the godly; and to the caution- 
ing of sinners of the aggravated criminali- 
ty of their perseverance in their sinful 
courses. Many other evangelical truths 
to the same effect might be mentioned: 
but there shall be the notice of one only. 
It is the cautioning of believers against 
the issue, which may be the consequence 
of disregard of admonition—‘‘let him 
who standeth, take heed lest he fall; ” a 
danger too important to be concealed in 
our addresses even to the sincere, so long 
as in the standard of correct doctrine, 
there shall be the record [Ezek. xviii. 
24-]—*‘when the righteous man turneth 
away from his righteousness and commit- 
teth iniquity, in his trespass that he hath 
trespassed, and in his sin that he hath 
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sinned, in them shall he die,”’ in consent 
with which, in the New Testament (Heb. 
x. 39.} is the notice of some who drew 
back unto perdition. 

Next, in regard to the constitution and 
the government of the Christian Church, 
we affirm, that ‘from the beginning, 
there have been the three orders of Bish- 
ops, Priests, and Deacons;”’ and that this 
is “evident from Scripture, and from an- 
cient authors,” meaning the writings of 
the early fathers. If the fact be as is stat- 
ed—and we ought to be supposed sincere 
in the profession of it—is it not sufficient- 
ly important, to induce us to adhere to, 
and not by any act to imply the nullity of 
what claims so high an origin? And is 
the contrary consistent with the rever- 
ence due to what we declare to be the 
testimony of Scripture and ancient au- 
thors?” 


We have no disposition to dissent 
from Bishop White, with regard to 
the doctrines expressed in the above 
quotation. But he maintains that, 
by associating with other denomi- 
nations for the promotion of the 
knowledge of truths in which all be- 
lieve, a minister of our Church pla- 
ces himself in a situation in which 
he must conceal those doctrines; 
and performs an act implying ‘‘the 
nullity” of their claims. We think 
there is no such consequence attach- 
ed to the act in question. Let us 
try the matter in reference to the 
distribution of Tracts.—If the opin- 
ion of Bishop White can be sus- 
tained, any where, it can in a 
Tract Society. Take the American 
Tract Society, in which Episcopa- 
Jians unite with Presbyterians, 
Baptists, &c. in disseminating re- 
ligious knowledge by means of 
Tracts. Now it will not be denied 
that there are many most important 
doctrines and duties in which all 
these are agreed. None of them 
dispute the truth of Christianity— 
the fall of man—the depravity of 
the heart—the necessity of conver- 
sion—of an atonement—of faith— 
of prayer—of holiness—all agree as 
to the divinity of Christ, the divi- 
nity and personality of the Holy 
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Ghost—the eternity of future pun- 
ishment—the happiness of heaven 
—the sins of pride, covetousness, 
lukewarmness, &c. Upon all these 
and a great variety of other subjects 
they can agree, and in proof of this, 
have agreed, to adopt and circulate 
the same tracts. But there are 
other subjects, such for example, 
as the Ministry and Government of 
the Church; the expediency of Li- 
turgies, &c. upon mack they do not 
think sufficiently alike to enable 
them to express their views in the 
same publications. These, there- 
fore, as a Society, theyomit. The 
Episcopalian is as well convinced, 
as ever, of the primitive character 
of his Church. ‘The Baptist still 
maintains that infants should not 
be baptised. The Presbyterian still 
peas for ministerial parity. On- 
y, they consent that these various 
views shall not be urged by means 
of the publications of their general 
Tract Society. They can still 
speak, write, preach and persuade 
as much as heart can wish, upon all 
controversial points; the Episcopa- 
lian may be louder and more vile. 
minous than ever, in his argument, 
for the Apostolic character of his 
Church and the excellent conse- 
quences of his admirable Liturgy— 
only he is not to use the Society’s 
funds and presses for the publica- 
tion of his argument. He is pre- 
cisely where - was before, with 
regard to all matters of disagree- 
ment; while, with regard to all 
matters of agreement, he enjoys 
greater facilities of promoting the 
truth. Now that these are facts 
none can question. How then can 
it be made out that the Episcopali- 
an, in uniting with the American 
Tract Society, “places himself ina 
situation in which he must conceal” 
the truth that from the beginning 
there have been the three orders of 
Bishops, Priests and Deacons; ‘‘or 
how does the act imply” the nullity 
of what claims so high an origin?— 
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Is there an Episcopalian. who speaks 
or writés with any the less freedom 
upon subjects of controversy, now 
that he is associated with the Soci- 
ety in question, than he did before 
its existence? Are not his opinions 
as well known by the members of 
the Tract Society as by any other 
people? Because they agree to dif- 
fer—does it follow that they must 

ree to conceal? When we abstain 
from the public expression of our 
opinions does it necessarily ‘imply 
a nullity” in their groundwork or 
importance? We can imagine but 
two ways by which the doctrine of 
Bishop White, upon this subject, 
can obtain the smallest appearance 
of an argument in its favour. The 
members of such an institution as 
the American Tract Society, are 
never connected in official opera- 
tions but in two ways, viz: meetings 
for the business of the Society, and 
the issuing of Tracts. If the charge 
of Bishop White has any founda- 
tion, it must be sought in one or 
both of these. Is it in the former? 
We can hardly suppose the Bishop 
would contend that in all meetings 
for business, if an Episcopalian 
ney not introduce an expression 
and defence of his views upon Epis- 
copacy, without interfering with 
the order of the occasion, his be- 
longing to such meetings amounts 
to a concealment of those views, 
and implies ‘‘a nullity of what 
claims so high an origin.” Is it 
necessary to ascertain whether, in 
any assemblage, it would be proper 
to avow and defend the three or- 
ders of the ministry, before our at- 
tendance could be justified? Can 
no meeting for business, connected 
with religion, be permitted, the or- 
der of which precludes the several 
denominations of Christians from 
advancing and controversially vin- 
dicating their respective peculiari- 
ties? Supposing that our author 
could not have referred to any thing 
so untenable; let us inquire into 





the other of the two ways in which 
the members of a Tract Society are 
asseciated——the issuing of T'raets. 

Is it because, when Episcopali- 
ans unite with other denominations 
in the issue of Tracts, they have not 
the privilege of employing the funds 
and types of the association for the 
publication of their own distinctive 
views? Is it because, while the 
Presbyterian member can get the 
Society to print no vindication of 
ministerial parity, the Episcopal 
member is equally limited as to the 
contrary doctrine, that for an Epis- 
copalian to enter such an associa- 
tion is to put himself ¢‘in a situation 
in which he must conceal the truth’? 
and ‘‘imply the nullity’ of the 
claims of Episcopacy? ‘This we be- 
lieve is the true meaning of our 
author. Not that he particularly 
mentions the American Tract Soci- 
ety, however plainly it is glanced 
at. Not that he confines his argu- 
ment to such an institution; but that 
the whole principle on which his ar- 

ument is built is involved in it, 
and may be fairly tried by taking 
it for an example. 

Now let us suppose that instead 
of Tracts, the publications of this 
society be called books; and that 
instead of a large collection of 
members, it have but é¢wo; and 
let one of these be a Presbyterian, 
the other an Episcopalian. Sup- 
pose also, the union of the funds of 
these two individuals to have been 
formed upon the belief, that a com- 
mon stock would enable them to 
publish some useful book; while, 
without it, they could publish no- 
thing. The fund being formed, 
they enter upon the selection of the 
work to be published.—They ne- 
cessarily select some book, to the 
sentiments of which they agree— 
let it be a work on the evidences 
of christianity. —This they publish. 
But, in a short time, the Episcopa- 
lian is met by a neighbour, and 
censured for having concealed his 
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faith, and done an act which implies 
the nullity of the claims of Episco- 
cy.—**But, (says Episcopalian.) 
ae have I ever denied my belief 
in the doctrines of our church, or 
shrunk from avowing and defend- 
ing them when occasion demand- 
ed”? “You have united witha Pres- 
byterian, in publishing a book on 
the Evidences of Christianity.”— 
“Well what was there wrong in 
that?” (asks Episcopalian ).—**The 
wrong was notin publishing that 
book, but in not publishing another 
in vindication of Episcopacy.”— 
‘But (says Episcopalian) the Pres- 
byterian, with whom I am associa- 
ted, would not have permitted his 
money to be used for such a pur- 
pose.” ‘*There is the very point! 
you brought yourself into such a 
situation, that you could not pub- 
lish a book on the claims of Epis- 
copacy, without violating the prin- 
ciple of your union, and therefore 
have so placed yourself, that you 
are obliged to conceal the truth.” 
‘‘What! (says Episcopalian) because 
I cannot take the money of another, 
and use it for the publication of 
opinions on which I differ from 
him, do I conceal those opinions? 
While associated with him in dis- 
tributing a book in defence of our 
common faith, may I not still use 
my tongue all my days, and use 
all my own property, except what 
I have devoted to a common pur- 
pose, in professing and maintaining 
my distinctive views?” **Yes! You 
may spend every day, and publish 
a book every month, in proving the 
claims of Episcopacy; but still, in 
as much as you have united with a 
Presbyterian for the publication of 
a book on the evidences of Chris- 
tianity, on such terms that you can- 
not proceed in your associated ca- 
pacity to the issue of a work on the 
divine right of Bishops, you conceal 
your belief in that right and imply 
the nullity of its claims.” 
We have faithfully represented, 
New Series, Vor. I.....No. 
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in the above sentences, all. we can 
perceive in the principle of our re- 
spected Author. If it has the small- 
est substance, we are unable to dis- 
cover it. Let us see how it applies. 
If Cranmer, Ridley, Hooper, La- 
timer, Jewell, Nowell, . Hooker, 
Whitgift, Whitaker, Hall, Usher, 
Andrews, &c.—the original framers 
and defenders of our Articles, Lit- 
urgy, and Homilies,—were now to 
rise from the dead and appear a- 
mong us, precisely as they did when 
they shone as lights in the world; 
and should they unite together in a 
Society for the distribution of tracts, 
the principle maintained by Bishop 
White, would oblige him to refuse 
having any connection with their 
Union. These great men were all 
what are now called Calvinists.— 
They maintained substantially the 
same doctrines upon what are call- 
ed the five points of Calvinism, that 
the Presbyterians, of the present 
day, proress. Referring to the 
reign of Elizabeth, Heylin, the 
friend of Archbishop Laud, and 
the avowed adversary of Calvinism, 
says (Life of Laud) ‘*Predestina- 
tion and the points depending there- 
upon, were received as the estab- 
lished doctrines of the Church of 
England.” For example, the ‘‘ju- 
dicious Hooker” was a downright 
believer in the ‘Final Perseverance 
of the Saints.”” **No one acquaint- 
ed with his writings [says the Chris- 
tian Observer] will deny it. Read 
his *earned and comfortable ser- 
mon on the Certainty and Perpetui- 
ty of Faith in the Elects’? mark such 
passages as the following: ‘Yet 
they which are of God do not sin 
either in this or in any thing, any 
such sin as doth quite extinguis 
grace, clean cut them off from 
Christ Jesus; because the seed of 
God abideth in them and doth shield 
them from any irremediable wound, 
Their faith—etterly, never faileth, 
it never perisheth altogether—no not 
in them who think it extinguished 
10.——58. 
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in themselves.” (Sect. 6.) It ap- 
pears, therefore, that precisely the 
same difference exists between the 
opinions of Bishop White and those 
of the Reformers of our Church, 
with regard to Calvinism, as be- 
tween the former and those of the 
Presbyterians associated in the A- 
merican Tract Society. But we 
find, from the Address before us, 
that it is because an Episcopalian, 
in uniting with Presbyterians, must 
place himself in such a situation as 
will oblige him to be siient upon 
certain truths, which, in the Au- 
thor’s opinion, are inconsistent with 
Calvinism, that he disapproves of 
the union. ‘‘It is the cautioning 
of believers against the issue which 
may be the consequence of disre- 
gard of the admonition: ‘Let him 
that thinketh he standeth take heed 
lest he fall.’ It is this cautioning 
which the union in question, must, 
in the Author’s opinion, prevent.” 
This (by the way) we do not ack- 
nowledge. We know of none, in 
any of the general institutions, 
whose doctrines prevent them from 
urging this caution. But this is 
a digression. The author means, 
that an Episcopalian, by the union 
alluded to, must be so situated that 
he can publish nothing inconsistent 
with the doctrine of the Final Per- 
severance of the Saints, and there- 
fore should not join it. Here, then, 
is a Tract Society, of which our 
great Hooker and such like are 
members. They certainly will not 
agree that the funds of the Society 
shall be devoted to the dissemina- 
tion of doctrines inconsistent with 
what they think truth. But it is 
important that our Bishops should 
co-operate with them. For the sake 
of such co-operation, the good old 
Reformers appoint a committee, 
composed of Cranmer, Jewell, Hoo- 
ker, and Usher, to wait upon the 
Bishops of our Church, and propose 
a union of means and effort in the 
cause of Religion. The two sides 
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meet. Cranmer speaks—“Beloved 
Brethren, we lament that you do. 
not agree with us with regard te. 
doctrines which we think so impor- 
tant as those of Election and Final 
Perseverance. But this need not 
prevent our acting together, as bre- 
thren, in the promotion of all those 
more essential matters in which we 
are perfectly harmonious. Now, 
we want your aid in giving to the 
world, in a cheap form, and in large 
editions, those two excellent works, 
(which we know you admire ex- 
tremely) Zhe Apology for the 
Church of England by Brother Jew- 
ell, and the Ecclesiastical Polity by 
Richard Hooker. We need not 
quarrel about the perseverance of the 
Saints.” **No, we cannot join you, 
eps Fathers (answers the Address); 

owever excellent your company 
and your object, we cannot join you 
unless you will permit us to use the 
funds of the association in publish- 
ing something in opposition to your 
doctrine of the Perseverance of the 
Saints. ”? 

Now we think that cannot be a 
sound principle which would pre- 
vent the judicious Hooker, and the 
venerable Bishop White from acting 
together in the same Tract Society, 
when books, as much in common as 
the ‘**Ecclesiastical Polity” are to 
be the only issue. 

It would be easy to show that, in 
consistency with our Author’s prin- 
ciple, the participation of Bishops 
Hobart, Griswold, Moore, White and 
Chase, in the General Episcopal Sun- 
day School Union, should be at once 
dissolved. It is well known how 
widely the doctrines of Bishop Ho- 
bart differ from those of Bishop 
White, upon the subject of the min- 
istry. For example: ‘That the A- 
postles adopted any particular form 
(of Church government) affords a 
presumption of its being the best, 
(says Bishop White) all circumstan- 
ces at that time considered; but to 
make it unalterably binding, itmust 
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be shown enjoined in positive pre- 
cept.”*—This he contends cannot be 
shown. (See Case of the Episcopal 
Churches, p. 21.) Nothing can be 
more directly opposed to Bishop Ho- 
bart’s favourite doctrine. 

It is also well known that, on the 
propriety and usefulness of Prayer 
Mectings, there is a wide difference 
of opinion between Bishops Gris- 
wold, and Moore and Chase, on the 
one side, and Bishops White and 
Hobart, on the other. By the for- 
mer, these meetings are regarded, 
and publicly vindicated, as impor- 
tant to the interests of religion.— 
By the latter, they are held up to 
utter condemnation, as injurious to 
religion, and inconsistent with the 
Church. Now suppose Bishop 
White should move that an expres- 
sion of his views of the necessity of 
Episcopal ordination, -as contained 
in **the Case of the Episcopal 
Churches,” should be published by 
the Sunday School Union, for one 
of its school books—would Bishop 
Hobart be willing? Suppose Bish- 
op Griswold should move that his 
late essays on Prayer Meetings be 
numbered among the books of the 
Union—would Bishop White. con- 
sent? Wethink not. These Bish- 
ops can only act together in that U- 
nion upon the tacit understanding, 
that they are to keep out of view, 
those several points on which their 
views are different. Whether this 
understanding is faithfully attend- 
ed to, we do not say. But at least 
it must be supposed to be attended 
to, or else the Union be thrown in- 
to confusion, become a union with- 
out harmony, and finally dissolve. 
Ts this dudtritindiog either more 
or less than that of the American 
Tract Society? Does it place Bish- 
ep White in such a situation, that 
he must conceal what he thinks is 
true on the subject of the ministry? 
Is Bishop Griswold so situated in 
consequence of it, that his partici- 
pation in the Union implies the 
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nullity of those principles on which 
his defence of Prayer Meetings was 
erected? 

We think we could show that on 
the principle of the Address, there 
must needs be a pretty general sepa- 
ration of the materials, not only of 
the Episcopal Sunday School U- 
nion, but of those composing the 
Board of Trustees and the Faculty 
of that very ‘lheological Seminary 
before which the Address was de- 
livered. 

But we will pass on to another 
application of the principle in ques- 
tion. We are entirely unable to 
understand how Bishop White can 
vindicate his own doings in consis- 
tency with his Address. He is and 
has been since the beginning of the 
Institution, President of the Phila- 
delphia Bible Society. In this So- 
ciety, all denominations may stand 
upon a level, and several zealously 
participate. Why can they thus 
associate together? Because the 
Bible is entirely in common—all 
believe it; all appeal to it. But 
why does the Philadelphia Bible 
Society so entirely forbid the an- 
nexing of — note or comment to 
the Bible? Might not a short note, 
a brief hint here and there, facili- 
tate materially the correct under- 
standing of the sacred text, and 
prevent the reader from receiving 
erroneous views as to the persever- 
ance of the Saints, for example ?— 
Certainly: but there could be no 
union with regard to such notes. — 
The different denominations would 
contend about the peculiar views 

they should favour, and therefore 
such notes are not published.— 
While Bishop White is presiding 
in this Society, and consenting that 
nothing but what is common to all 
denominations of Christians shall 
be issued; ishe concealing his views: 
upon: those doctrines, with regard. 
to which, he differs from his asso- 
ciates? Is he implying the ey 
of the claims of Episcopacy? e 
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think not. But did we believe in 
the Address, we should think the 
contrary. The Bible Society, in 
publishing the Bible, proceeds up- 
on ground no more in common to 
the associated denominations, than 
does the American Tract Society, 
when publishing Tracts to which 
all its members consent. And when 
the Bible Society rejects all note or 
comment because of the diversit 
of views to be satisfied, it does nel- 
ther less nor more than the Tract 
Society when abstaining from the 
publication of Tracts involving mat- 
ters of controversy among its mem- 
bers. 

We were struck with the con- 
trast between the state of opinion 
among many of the Bishops of the 
Churches of England and Ireland, 
and that exhibited in Bishop 
White’s. Address, by reading a late 

ublication of the **British Society 
or promoting the Religious Princi- 

les of the Reformation.”” This in- 
stitution differs from a Tract Soci- 
ety only in employing many other 
means, besides Tracts, in promot- 
ing the doctrines of the Reforma- 
tion. Among its Vice-Presidents, 
are the Archbishops of Dublin and 
of Tuam, the Bishops of Salisbury, 
of Litchfield and.Coventry, of Wa- 
terford, of Elphin, of Cork and of 
Cloyne. And with whom are they as- 
sociated? The.rule of the Society is 
that *‘all Dissenting Ministers who 
are members of the Society shall be 
exofficio members of the Committee.” 
Thus all the Dissenting Ministers in 
England and Ireland might be mem- 
bers of the committee and might vote 
in the choice of officers, agents, 
scripture readers, tracts, &c. All of 
them. might be associated with. the 
dignitaries above mentioned, in the 
promotion, of religious doctrine, 
without one of the Bishops or Arch- 
bishops, ever dreaming that he was 
concealing the truth or nullifying 
the claims of Episcopacy. 
After having thus. expressed our 


views upon the main subject of the 
Address, we take great satisfaction 
in commending to our readers, the 
excellent observations, in the latter 
part, in illustration of the nature 
and operations of charity. The fol- 
lowing extract, containing a run- 
ning comment upon a part of the 
13th chapter of 1-Cor. is executed 
with much felicity and deserves 
special perusal.. 


*¢ ‘Charity,’ says the apostle, ‘‘suffer- 
eth long:’” not easily taking offence .at 
opposition of opinion; much less oppo- 
sing to it what may be equally cause of 
offence to him from whom it comes.— 
«*And is kind:’’the original ‘Xpyorevetae’ 
comprehending readiness to assist in alt 

ood offices; which are not to be with- 
held even in disapprobation of material 
error. ‘Charity envieth not:’ the Greek 
being *Z7rov3’ embracing not envy only, 
but every impulse of that fiery zeal, 
which is fruitful of intolerance in a great 
variety of word and action. ‘Charity’ 
vaunteth not itself; meaning in pride of o- 
pinion, and unconsciousness of the irailties 
which betray into error. ‘Is not puffed 
up:’ with self-conceit, the ground of the 
excessive confidence, mentioned immedi- 
ately before. ‘Seeketh not her own;? 
not even exacting, over scrupulously, 
what is due of courtesy and a reasonable 
measure of respect, when it would ene 
danger the confounding of religious truth 
with matters of personal interest or con- 
cern. ‘Is not easily provoked’—to 
wrath and resentment of indignity: for 
we are elsewhere told of ‘a provocation 
to love and to good works.’ ‘ Doth 
not behave itself unseemly:? accommo- 
dating itself not-only to what are promi- 
nently the duties, but also to those ofa 
lower grade, falling under the head of 
its decencies; disregard of which, may be 
wounding to the feelings of those assail- 
ed by it. * Thinketh no evil:’ in oppo- 
sition to the forming of hasty judgments, 
as to the motives of men; which, unless 
too manifest to be mistaken, omniscience 
may view through a different medium 
than. that of our partialities and our pre- 
judices. In ‘thinking no evil,’ there is 
unplied,, with stronger reason, the not 
speaking of any evil, in unfair construc- 
tio. ‘ejoiceth not in iniquity,’ not 
cherishing feelings of satisfaction against 
any person, because of his error; when 
it has, become associated with conduct 
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disgraceful to his profession. ‘ But re- 
joiceth inthe truth’-m truth or sincerity of 
profession; and more so, in conformity 
of practice; whatever advantage may be 
drawn from it, to doctrinal departure 
from the truth of Scripture. Of the 
commendations thus bestowed, the fol- 
lowing is the consummation—‘beareth 
all things, believeth all things, hopeth 
all things, endureth all things.’ ‘ Bear- 
eth all things’—submitting to the provi- 


dence of God, as to whatever may be the . 


instruments of his agency, in the evil 
passions of men. To render this duty 
the lighter, it ‘believeth all things;” 
being ready to admit such plausible ex- 
planations, as lessen the offence of error. 
If none be offered, it “hopeth all 
things;’ recollecting that there may be 
circumstances, by which, if they were 
known, the offence would be done away 
or diminished. Finally, if there be no 
room for hope, it ‘endureth all things.’ 
The Greek word is ‘yzoueves ;? which 
expresses entire and persevering patience 
under the result; illustrating that of the 
Psalmist—‘ be still, and know that | am 
God.” 


Upon the subject of revivals of 
religion, we are very happy to find 
that the sentiments of Bishop White 
are so much in agreement with what 
we consider to be supported alike 
by Scripture and experience. He 
considers the present age as one 
‘distinguished by a revival of reli- 
gious sensibility.” ‘*Notwithstand- 
ing the disorders by which that name 
has been dishonoured, the fact may 
be pronounced unequivocal, that 
there has been such a revival in the 
United States.” Our author. says 
there has been in the history of 
Christendom a variety of such sea- 
sons. That they have been some- 
times ‘‘disfigured with extravagan- 
ces which tend to bring religion in- 
to contempt,” we agree.. But we 
also agree with Bishop White, that 
‘‘while these are to be disavowed, 
although with tenderness, under 
even the appearance of sincerity; 
every minister of the Gospel ought 
to perceive the duty of availing 
himself of existing circumstances 
for the calling of sinners to repen- 
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tances; and for the extending of the 
kingdom of the Redeemer, in every 
way in which the providence of 
God may present an opening.” 

- For a more precise expression of 
Bishop White’s views respecting 
**Revivals of Religion,’? we quote 
the following note, at the end of 
the Address. 


‘“‘The expression “revival,” applied to 
religion, being rendered indefinite. by 
the variety of forms in which it appears; 
there may be propriety, in the author’s 
declaring of his sense of the distinction 
between the use and the abuse of it. 

**Exercises professedly religious, but, 
manifesting less either of the operation of 
the intellectual faculty, or of affections 
marked by the acknowledged graces of 
the Gospel, than of the excitement of 
animal organization, and extended prin- 
cipally by the power of sympathy, are 
not here understood under the term in 
question. In the New Testament, there 
are records of occasions, when, from the 
concurrence of favourable circumstances,. 
there issued excitements of religious 
sensibility and of disposition to religious 
inquiry, without the notice of any such 
accompanyment: as when the Baptist ad- 
dressed the crowds attendant on his min- 
istry; as when our Saviour delivered to a 
concourse of people his Sermon on the 
Mount; as when he worked a miraculous 
provision for the five thousand; and, as 
when on the preaching of St. Peter, 
there were added to the Church about 
three thousand souls. If, in exercises so 
different from any thing found in. these 
instances, there are to be confessed the 
outpourings of the Spirit; the Christian 
Church must surrender the ministry and 
the sacraments; which have been de- 
nied under such displays as those refers 
red to, and must be distracted by contra- 
ry views of the doctrines of grace; each 
of opposite sides setting up the plea of 
an outpouring of the Spirit; so different 
from the effusion noticed in Scripture, 
which was to guide to all truth. 

‘‘Further, if, under such influences, 
there be disregard of the doing of all 
things decently and in order; especially, 
in the Episcopal Church, if there be the 
introduction of self-constituted ministers, 
in violation of her prohibition; or if, im 
eongregations under her own ministers, 
whether in churches or elsewhere,. her 
services are superseded by devotions not 
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recognized in her institutions, to the ne- 
glect of those prescribed by her; these 
are cases, which the address was not de- 
signed to favour. 

‘Independently on these and on all 
other disorders, there arises, sometimes 
in a particular neighbourhood, and some- 
times pervading a community, increased 
attention to those spiritual interests, 
which ought at all times to be the near- 
est to the affection. In the excitement 
of this, there is to be confessed the ope- 
ration of the Spirit of grace; and, so far 
as religious affections and holy conduct 
may be the result, they are what the 
Scriptures call his fruit; while any ex- 
travagances which may accompany them 
are resolvable into human weakness; and 
are in danger, from the neglect of prayer, 
and of watchfulness over the movements 
of the mind, of resulting in a species of 
profession, which is not an adorning of 
the doctrine of our God and Saviour; and 
which even weakens the hold of moral 
ebligation on the conscience. 

‘“The improvement of any such seasons 
of grace as those referred to, was intend- 
ed to be impressed on the minds of the 
graduates and the pupils.” 


As little as our venerable author, 
do we wish to behold revivals ‘mani- 
festing less either of the intellectu- 
al faculty, or of affections marked 
by the acknowledged graces of the 
Gospel, than of the excitement of 
animal organization, and extended 
principally by the power of sympa- 
thy.’ Quite as little would we see 
revivals involving a ‘‘disregard of 
the doing of all things decently and 
in order;”’ or ‘‘the introduction of 
self-constituted ministers, in viola- 
tion of the prohibition of the Epis- 
copal Church;” or the superseding 
of her services, **whether in church- 
es or elsewhere,” ‘‘by devotions 
not recognized in her institutions, 
to the neglect a those prescribed by 
her.” The kind of revivals we 
would see pervading the whole 
church on earth, is that alluded to, 
in the last paragraph of the note 
before us. This is the kind, which 


we verily believe is substantially 
extending far and wide in our land. 
Happy indeed, we are that Bishop. 
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White is its advocate. May all 
our Theological Students be filled 
with the spirit of such revivals and 
be made the honoured instruments 
of exciting and promoting them, 
wherever in the work of the minis- 
try they shall be carried. 


——— 


Palestine and other Poems. By the late 
Right Rev. Recrxarp Heper, VD. D. 
Lord Bishop of Calcutta. Now first 
collected. With a Memoir of his life. 
Philadelphia: 
1828. 


Carey, Lea, & Carey. 


Tuts interesting volume, besides 
containing all Bishop Heber’s Po- 
etry, which has yet appeared in 
this country, is nietacied' by a **Me- 
moir,”’ collected, we are told, ‘‘from 
the numerous notices of himself and’ 
his works in the various English 

eriodicalss [principally from No. 

XX. of the Edinburg Quarterly, | 
and from an attentive perusal of his 
Indian Journals.” ‘Taking this 
Memoir for our text-book, we might 
recite to our readers most of the 
prominent incidents in the life of 
our author; and mention some, of 
the many estimable traits in his 
character. But from its imperfec- 
tion as a biography, not professing 
to give a developement of his cha- 
racter, but only a general sketch of 
his history, we forbear the task at 
present, and wait the appearance of 
a work from the pen of some of his 
own countrymen, more fully dis- 
playing the excellent Heber in pri- 
vate as well as public. We would 
not disappoint our readers with a 
miniature profile, when something 
more like a full length portrait 
might, unfortunately for us, be ex- 
pected. With these remarks, we 
dismiss the **Memoir,”? which in- 
deed answers sufficiently well, the 
worthy design of the publishers, 
to give a ‘‘narrative of the Bishop’s 
life and labours, and such inciden- 
tal remarks upon his character and 
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inciples, as seemed to be requir- 
ed by the great estimation in which 
he is held wherever his name is 
known.” 

The first and principal poem in 
the volume is ‘‘Palestine;” written 
when the author was about the age 
of nineteen, a student at the Uni- 
versity of Oxford. This theme was 
assigned as a ar subject for En- 
glish verse. The poem was reci- 
ted, we are told, ‘*with much diffi- 
dence, toa goat? admiring audi- 
ence—gained the premium—was set 
to music—and brought the Author 
public and universal praise.”” Ma- 
ny a college poem besides this has 
been listened to with admiration, 
and extolled beyond measure. But 
in common cases, they are fairly 
borne away on the wings of ap- 
plause, so as never to be heard of 
afterward. Not so, however, with 
this. After the lapse of a quarter 
of a century, we find it still exist- 
ing; printed and reprinted; read 
and admired by all men; and—but 
for the honour of the trade, we might 
perhaps have added—rueRreEroreE, 
approved by critics; not altogether 
a pious race, or willing always to 
give due praise to religious produc- 
tions. But to the laud of their con- 
descension be it said, they usually 
follow, (as we do now) where they 
cannot lead, the way of men’s o- 
pinions. 

‘sPalestine” must ever be ack- 
nowledged to contain good poetry, 
and it breathes an excellent spirit. 
Itis **wonderful,”’ chiefly, perhaps 
as the production of a boy. Few 
first attempts at writing verse have 
reached so much perfection. The 
poem possesses in feeling, senti- 
ment, and style, less of the green 
flavour of ek atl fruit, than is 
often to be met with, in a writer so 
young. It has a smoothness and 
full flow of numbers, measured by 
graceful and well diversified ca- 
dences—a variety and elegance of 
poetical expressions, and a freedom 
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from studied quaintness, and af- 
fected imitation of the poetic dia- 
lect, all which would seem to mark 
only the experienced versifier;. and 
they prove great maturity of judg- 
ment and correctness of taste. 

When to these characteristics we 
add the very appropriate and al- 
most numberless allusions to the 
Scriptures, and to historical and 
other works illustrating them, in- 
terwoven with the Poem, and so 
commented on by their happy use, 
as to exhibit an extensive a welk 
digested knowledge of the subjects 
in the wide range of these allusions, 
we are forced to acknowledge, that 
very few novices in literature have 
ever equaled the youthful Heber, 
These remarks may be applied gen- 
erally, as far as they relate to 
style, to his other poems; for age 
seems not to have much improved 
his numbers. 7 

We shall give one or two ex- 
tracts from the Poem on Palestine, 
which we are sure will not be 
thought to fall below any thing we 
have said, or the reader imagined 
in its favour. After presenting a 
sad picture, sketched with much 
discrimination and truth, of the 
present state of Palestine,— 


“Happy once in Heaven’s peculiar love, 
Delight of men below, and Saints a- 
hove;”’ 
But where now 
‘“‘The spoiler’s ruffian hand 
Has loosed his hell-hounds o’er the wast- 
ed land: 
Where by the watch-fire’s evening 
blaze, 
The robber riots, or the hermit prays;” 


and after happily pointing out to 
us the only spot of a kare 
in that picture, the Druses* of 


***The Druses,”’ says Malte Brun, ‘‘are 
120,000—the only racé in the Turkish 
empire that gave a good specimen of the 
dignity of human nature. Republicans 
in austerity of manners, always either 
dreaded as rebels, or respected as free 
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mount Lebanon, whose praise, he 
tells us, 


Shines amid surrounding gloom, 
As the lone lamp that trembles in the 
tomb.” 


The Poet then proceeds to sing 
of the Jews, and the advent of the 
Saviour— 


“Such now the clans, whose fiery cour- 
sers feed 

Where waves on Kishon’s bank the whis- 
pering reed; 

And theirs the soil, where, curling to the 


skies, 

Smokes on Samaria’s mount her scanty 
sacrifice. 

While IJsrael’s sons, by scorpion curses 
driven, 

Outcasts of earth, and reprobate of hea- 
ven, 

Through the wide world in friendless ex- 
ile stray, 

Remorse and shame sole comrades of their 
way, 

With dumb despair their country’s wrongs 
behold, 


And, dead to glory, only burn for gold! 
O Thou, their Guide, their Father, and 
their Lord, 
Lov’d for thy mercies, for thy power 
ador’d! 


vassals by the neighbouring Pashas, they 
acknowledge the authority of a heredita- 
ry prince. Several families enjoy pecu- 
liar honours; but a noble simplicity gives 
them a unity of character in the social 
state. Invincible in the mountains, they 
are ignorant of the art of fighting in the 
plain. Their fidelity is equal to their 
courage; they never prove treacherous to 
the unfortunate who throws himself on 
their protection. 

**Apriculture and politics form the sub- 
ject of conversation of the Druses. Col- 
lected around the doors of their cottages, 
the children themselves listen in silence 
to the rustic assembly, and, untaught to 
read, devote themselves with enthusiasm 
to warlike exercises. They are Deists, 
and entertain a marked contempt for the 
Mahometan Religion.” | 

[Malte Brun, Vol. ii. b xviii. 

Mr. Goodell, the Missionary, speaks 

thus of them: ‘*The Druses became ve- 


ry friendly, and exceedingly inquisitive 
on the subject of religion, and gave their 
assent to most of the great doctrines of 
the Reformation.” 
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If at thy name the waves forgot their 
force, 
And refluent Jordon sought his trembling 
source ; 
If at thy name like sheep the mountains 
fled, Bini. 
And haughty Sirion bow’d his marble 
head ;— 


To Israel’s woes a pitying ear. incline, 

And raise from earth thy long-neglected 
vine! : 

Her rifled fruits behold the heathen 
bear, 

And wild-wood boars her mangled clus- 
ters tear! 

Was it for this she stretch’d her peopled 
reign 

From far Euphrates to the western main? 

For this, o’er many a hill her boughs she 
threw, 

And her wide arms like goodly cedars 

ew? mai 

For this, proud Edom slept beneath her 
shade, 

And o’er the Arabian deep her branches 
play’d? 

O feeble boast of transitory power! 

Vain, fruitless trust of Judah’s happier 
hour! 

Not such their hope, when through the 
parted main 

The cloudy wonder led the warrior train: 

Not such their hope, when through the 
fields of night 

The torch of heaven diffus’d its friendly 
light: 

Not, when fierce Conquest urg’d the on- 
ward war, 

And hurl’d stern Canaan from his iron 
car: 

Nor, when five monarchs led to Gibeon’s 
fight, 

In rude array, the harness’d Amorite: 

Yes—in that hour, by mortal accents 
stay’d, 

The lingering sun his fiery wheels de- 
lay’d; 

The moon, obedient, trembled at the 
sound, 

Curb’d her pale car, and check’d her 
mazy round! 

Let Sinai tell—for she beheld his might, 
And God’s own darkness veil’d her mys 


tic height: 

(He, cherub-borne, upon the whirlwind 
rode, 

And the red mountain like a furnace 
glow’d:) 


Let Sinai tell—but who shall dare recite 

His praise, his power,—eternal, infinite?— 

Awesstruck I cease; nor bid my. strains 
aspire, 
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Or serve his altar with unhallowed fire. 
Such were the cares that watch’d o’er 
Israel’s fate, 
And such the glories of their infant state. 
—Triumphant race! and did your power 
decay? 
Fail’d the bright promise of your early 


y! 

No:—by that sword, which, red with 
heathen gore, 

A giant spoil, the stripling champion 
bore; 

By him, the chiefto farthest India known, 

The mighty master of the iv’ry throne; 

In heaven’s own strength, high towering 
o’er her foes, 

Victorious Salem’s lion banner rose: 

Before her footstool prostrate nations 


lay, 

And vassal tyrants crouch’d beneath her 
sway. 

~—And he, the kingly sage, whose rest- 
less mind 

Through nature’s mazes wandered un- 
confin’d; . 

Who ev’ry bird, and beast, and insect 
knew, 

And spake of every plant that quaffs the 

ew; 

To him were known, so Hagar’s offspring 

tell— 


The powerful sigil and the starry spell, 

The midnight call, hell’s shadowy legions 
dread, 

And sounds that burst the slumbers of 
the dead. 

Hence all his might; for who could these 
oppose? 

And Tadmor thus, and Syrian Balbec 
rose. 

Yet e’en the works of toiling Genii fall, 

And vain was Estakhar’s enchanted wail. 


In frantic converse with the mournful 
wind, 

There oft the houseless Santon rests in- 
clin’d; 


Strange shapes he views, and drinks with 
wond’ring ears 
The voices of the dead, and songs of other 
years. 
Such, the faint echo of departed praise 
Still sound Arabia’s legendary lays; 
And thus their fabling bards delight to 
tell 
How lovely were thy tents, O Israel! 
For thee his iv’ry load Behemoth bere, 
And far Sofala teem’d with golden ore; 
Thine all the arts that wait on wealth’s 
increase, 
Or bask and wanton in the beam of peace, 
When Tyber slept beneath the cypress 
gloom, 
New SERIEs, VoL. I, eeee No- 
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And silence held the lonely woods of 
Rome; 

Or ere to Greece the builder’s skill was 
known, 

Or the light chisel brushed the Parian 
stone; 

Yet en fair Science nurs’d her infant 

re, 


Fann’d by the artist aid of friendly Tyre. 
Then tower’d the palace, then in awful 
state 
The Temple rear’d its everlasting gate. 
No workman steel, no pond’rous axes 
rung; 
Like some tall palm the noiseless fabric 
sprung. 
Majestic silence!—then the harp awoke, 
The cymbal clang’d, the deep-voic’d 
trumpet spoke; 
And Salem spread her suppliant arms 
abroad, 
View’d the descending flame, and bless’d 
the present God! 
Nor shrunk she then, when, raging 
deep and loud, 
Beat o’er her soul the billows. of the 
roud. 
E’en they who, dragg’d to Shinar’s fiery 
sand, 
Till’d with reluctant strength the stran- 
er’s land; 
Who sadly told the slow-revolving years, 
And steep’d the captive’s bitter bread 
with tears; 
Yet oft their hearts with kindling hopes 
would burn, 
Their destin’d triumphs, and their glad 
return, 
And their sad lyres, which, silent and 
unstrung, 
In mournful ranks on Babel’s willows 
hung, 
Would oft awake to chant their future 
fame, 
And from the skies their ling’ring Sa- 
viour claim. 
His = aid could every fear con- 
trol; 
This nerv’d the warrior’s arm, this steel’d 
the martyr’s soul! ; 
Nor vain their hope:—Bright beaming 
through the sky, 
Burst in full blaze the Day-spring from 
on high; 


- Earth’s utmost isles exulted at the sight, 


And crowding nations drank the orient 
light. , 

Lo, star-led chiefs Assyrian odours bring, 

And bending Magi seek their infant 
King! [ 

Mark’d ye, where, hov’ring o’er his ra- 
diant head, 

10——59 
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The dove’s white wings celestial glory 
shed? 

Daughter of Sion! virgin queen! re- 
joice! 

Clap the glad hand, and lift the exuiting 
voice! 


He comes,—but not in regal lustre drest, 

‘Fhe haughty diadem, the Tyrian vest; 

Not — in flame, all glorious from 

Of hosts the chieftain, and the lord of 
war: 

Messiah comes: let furious discord cease: 

Be peace on earth before the Prince of 
Peace! 

Disease and anguish feel his blest con- 


trol 
And howling fiends release the tortur’d 


soul; 

The beams of gladness hell’s dark caves 
illume, 

And Mercy broods above the distant 
gloom. 

Thou palsied earth, with noonday 

night o’erspread! 

Thou sick’ning sun, so dark, so deep, so 
red! 

Ye hov’ring ghosts, that throng the star- 
less air, 


Why shakes the earth’? why fades the 
light? declare! 

Are those his limbs, with ruthless scourg- 
es torn? 

His brows, all bleeding with the twisted 
thorn? 

His the pale form, the meek forgiving 
eye 

Rais’d from the cross in patient agony? 

—Be dark, thou sun—thou noonday 
night, arise, 

And hide, oh hide, the dreadful sacri- 
fice!” 


In the following lines, which close 
the Poem, the inspiration of the au- 
thor seems more like that of a pro- 
phet foretelling events, and seeing 
them rise before his view, than that 
of a mere poet breathing out his 
high imaginings. 


“Yet still destruction sweeps the lonely 

plain, 

And heroes lift the 
vain. 

Still o’er om sky the clouds of anger 

And - revenge hangs heavy on her 
soul. 

Yet shall she rise;—but not by war re- 
stor’d, 


generous sword in 
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Not built in murder,—planted by the 
sword. 
Yes, Salem, thou shalt rise: thy Father’s 
aid 
Shall heal the wound his chastening hand 
has made; 
Shall judge the proud oppressor’s ruth- 
less sway, 
And burst his brazen bonds, and cast his 
cords away. 
Then on your tops shall deathless ver- 
dure spring; 
Break forth, ye mountains, and, ye val- 
leys, sing! ' 
No more your thirsty rocks shall frown 
forlorn, 
The unbeliever’s jest, the heathen’s 
scorn; 
The sultry sands shall tenfold harvests 
yield, 
And a new Eden deck the thorny field. 
E’en now, perchance, wide-waving o’er 
the land, 
That mighty Angel lifts his golden wand, 
Courts the bright vision of descending 
power, 
Tells every gate, and measures every 
tower; 
And chides the tardy seals that yet detain 
Thy Lion, Judah, from his destin’d reign! 
And whois He? the vast, the awful form, 
Girt with the whirlwind, sandal’d with 
the storm? 
A western cloud around his limbsis spread, 
His crown a rainbow, and a sun his head. 
To highest heaven he lifts his kingly hand, 
And treads at once the ocean and the 
land; 
And, hark! his voice amid the thunder’s 
roar, 
His dreadful voice, that time shall be no 
more! 
Lo! cherub hands the golden courts 
prepare, 
Lo! thrones arise, and every saint is there; 
Earth’s utmost bounds confess their aw- 
ful sway, 
The mountains worship, and the isles 
obey; =e 7 
Nor sun nor moon they need,—nor day, 
nor night; 
God is their temple, and the Lamb their 
ight: 
And shall not Israel’s sons exulting come, 
Hail the glad beam, and claim their an- 
cient home? 
On David’s throne shall David’s offspring 
reign, ' 
And the dry bones be warm with life 
again. 
Hark! white-rob’d crowds their deep ho- 
Sannas fpise, 
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And the hoarse flood repeats the sound O’er black Almorah’s hill. 
of praise; 

Ten thousand harps attune the mystic That course nor Delhi’s kingly gates, 
song, Nor mild Malwah detain, 

Ten thousand thousand saints the strain For sweet the bliss us both awaits, 
prolong: By yonder western main. 


‘* Worthy the Lamb! omnipotent to save, 
‘* Who died, who lives, triumphant o’er 


. Thy towers, Bombay, gleam bright, they 
the grave!” 


say 
Across the dark blue sea, 
But never were hearts so light and gay, 


Of the two poems which come 
As then shall meet in thee!” 


next—‘**Europe” and **The Pas- 
sage of the Red Sea”—the latter is 
the best, and not at all unworthy 
the author of ‘*Palestine.” We 
would gladly insert them, to gratify 
our poetical readers, but they are 
too long, and we have others in 
store of a different class, which, if 
not better, will perhaps prevent the 
tediousness of our article by giving 


These stanzas remind us of the 
inimitably beautiful, indeed, quite 
perfect lines by Lord Byron, ad- 
dressed to his wife. e offer no 
apology for going out of our way to 
insert them—nor will the reader 
find it in his heart to ask one. 


it more variety. 


Our next extract shall be the fine 
feeling stanzas written to his wife 


while on a visit to upper India. 


“Tr thou wert by my side, my Tove! 
How fast would evening fail 

In green Bengala’s palmy grove, 
Listening the nightingale! 


If thou, my love! wert by my side, 
My babies at my knee, 

How gaily would our pinnace glide 
O’er Gunga’s mimic sea! 


I miss thee at the dawning gray, 
When, on our deck reclined, 

In careless ease my limbs I lay, 
And woo the cooler wind. 


I miss thee when by Gunga’s stream 
My twilight steps I guide, 

But most beneath the lamp’s pale beam, 
I miss thee from my side. 


I spread my books, my pencil try, 
_The lingering noon to cheer, 

But miss thy kind approving eye, 
Thy meek attentive ear. 


But when of morn‘and eve the star 
Behoids me on my knee, 

I feel, though thou art distant far, 
Thy prayers ascend for me. 


Then on! Then on! where duty leads, 
My course be onward still, 
On broad Hindostan’s sultry meads, 





“‘There is a mystic thread of Jifey 

So dearly wreath’d with mine alone, 
That destiny’s relentless knife, 

At once must sever both or none. 


There is a form on which these eyes 
Have often gazed with fond delight; 
By day that form their joy supplies, 
And dreams restore it through the 
night. 


There is 2 voice whose tones inspire 
Such thrills of rapture through my 
breast; 
I would not hear a seraph choir, 
Unless that voice would join the rest, 


There is a face whose blushes tell 
Affection’s tale upon the cheek; 
But pallid, at one fond farewell, 
Proclaims more love than words can 
speak. 


There is a lip, which mine hath pressed, 
And none had ever pressed before; 

It vowed to make me sweetly bless’d, 
And mine—mine only press’d it mote. 


There is a bosom—all my own— 
Hath pillow’d oft this aching head; 
A mouth, which smiles on me alone, 
An eye, whose tears with mine are 
shed. 


There are two hearts, whose movements 
thrill 
In unison so closely sweet! 
That pulse to pulse, responsive still! 
That both must heave or cease to bev! 
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There are two souls, whose equal flow, 
In gentle streams so calmly run, 

That when they part—they part!—ah no! 
‘Fhey cannot part-these souls are one.” 


We close our notice of this part 
of the volume with the following 
little poem by Heber, which, if not 
so perfect, is scarcely less pleasing 
than the last, and harmonises very 
well with its sentiments. 


“WueEn eves are beaming 

What never tongue might tell, 
When tears are streaming 

From their crystal cell; 
When hands are inked that dread to part, 
And heart is met by throbbing. heart, 
Oh! bitter, bitter is the smart 

Of them that bid farewell! 


When hope is chidden 
That fain of bliss would tell, 
And love forbidden 
In the breast to dwell; 
When fettered by a viewless chain, 
We turn and gaze, and turn again, 
Oh! death were mercy to the pain 
Of them that bid farewell!” 


We come next to the Hymns; 
written after the author took orders, 
and adapted chiefly to the weekly 
service of the Church during the 
year. In one respect they are cer- 
tainly very ill-adapted to this pur- 
pose. Out of the fifty hymns which 
compose the services, thirty-six are 
particular metres, and not a few so 
particular as to scorn a union with 
any music that we know of in chris- 
tendom. By the eccentric choice of 
his measures, we might almost sus- 
pect that the good Bishop felt am- 
bitious to call forth the composers 
ef music to set original airs to 
his hymns, and thereby leave the 
church indebted to him for new me- 
lodies as well as new hymns. It 
might be urged, as another objec- 
tion to these hymns, that the mea- 
sures are sometimes too light and 
tripping for the gravity and serious- 
ness of their subject. Who would 
be able to set grave and solemn mu- 
sic to the following: sweetly flowing 
Song, upon the awful theme of 


“Judgment near’’—appropriated by 
an allusion to the second coming 
of Christ, to 


“The Fourth Sunday in Advent. 


Tae world is grown old, and her plea- 
sures are past; 

The world is grown old, and her form 
may not last; 

The “— is grown old, and trembles for 
ear; 

For sorrows abound and judgment is near! 


The sun in the heaven is languid: and 
pale; 

And feeble and few are the fruits of the 
vale; 

And the hearts of the nations fail them 
for fear, 

Fer the world is grown old, and judg- 
ment is near! 


The king on his throne, the bride in her 
bower, 

The children of pleasure all feel the sad 
hour; 

The roses are faded, and tasteless the 
cheer, 

For the werld is grown old, and judg- 
ment is near! 


The world is grown old!—but should we 
complain, 

Who have tried her and know that her 
promise is vain? 

Our heart is in heaven, our home is not 
here, 

And we look for our crown when judg- 
ment is near!” 


Many of these hymns are admi- 
rable productions, far above our 
praise; they contain much real po- 
etry; which cannot be said of a vast 
majority of the countless sacred 
songs in the language. Piety,. spi- 
rituality, correct sentiment, and 
chaste language—good ingredients 
certainly—make up the sum and 
substance of many of our most ad- 
mired, and we may add,. useful 
hymns. Still it cannot be doubted 
that there is in the inspiration of 
poetry something to elevate the de- 
votional spirit, and perfect sacred 
song. The best harp must be that, 
which, strung and harmonized by 
inspired truth, and fitted thereby 
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to breathe divine melody, receives 
besides, the tone of David’s lyre— 
is toned to earthly organs by genu- 
ine poetry. Such was the harp 
which Heber sometimes struck; and 
if, now and then, there does appear 
(as we are fain to acknowledge) too 
much sounding of mere earthly me- 
lody, with too little mingling of sa- 
cred notes, still many hymns are of 
deep spirituality, and breathe the 
full soul of praise and prayer. 

Without taking much pains to se- 
lect, we shall give our readers se- 
veral specimens of these beautiful 
Songs of Zion. 


ADVENT SUNDAY. 
MatTT. xxI. 


Hosanna to the living Lord! 
Hosanna to the incarnate Word! 
To Christ, Creator, Saviour, King, 
Let earth, let heaven, Hosanna sing! 
Hosanna! Lord! Hosanna in the 
highest! 


Hosanna, Lord! thine angels cry; 
Hosanna, Lord! thy saints reply; 
Above, beneath us, and around, 
The dead and living swell the sound; 
Hosanna! Lord! Hosanna in the 
highest! 


Oh, Saviour! with protecting care, 
Return to this thy house of prayer! 
Assembled in thy sacred name, 
Where we thy parting promise claim! 
Hosanna! Lord! Hosanna in the 
highest! 


But, chiefest, in our cleansed breast, 
Eternal! bid thy spirit rest, 
And make our secret soul to be 
A temple pure, and worthy thee! 
Hosanna! Lord! Hosanna in the 
highest! 


So, in the last and dreadful day, 
When earth and heaven shall melt away, 
Thy flock, redeem’d from sinful stain, 
Shall swell the sound of praise again, 
Hosanna! Lord! Hosanna in the 
highest! 


SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 


JOHN I. 
Taz Lord will come’ 


quake, 


the earth shall 





Review of Bishop Heber’s Poems. 


469 


The hills their fixed seat forsake; 
And, withering, from the vault of night 
The stars withdraw their feeble light. 


The Lord will come! but not the same 
As once in lowly form he came, 

A silent lamb to slaughter led, 

The bruis’d, the suffering, and the dead. 


The Lord will come! a dreadful form, 
With wreath of tlame, and robe of storm, 
On cherub wings, and wings of wind, 
Anointed Judge of human-kind! 


Can this be He who wont to stray 

A pilgrim on the world’s highway; 

By power oppress’d and mock’d by 
ride? 

Oh, God! is this the crucified! 


Go, tyrants! to the rocks complain! 
Go, seek the mountain’s cleft in vain! 
But faith, victorious o’er the tomb, 
Shall sing for joy—the Lord is come! 


CHRISTMAS DAY. 


Ox, Saviour, whom this early morn 
Gave to our world below; 

To mortal want and labour born, 
And more than mortal wo! 


Incarnate Word! by every grief, 
By each temptation tried, 

Who lived to yield our ills relief,- 
And to redeem us died! 


If gaily clothed and proudly fed, 
In dangerous wealth we dwell, 

Remind us of thy manger bed, 
And lowly cottage cell! 


If prest by poverty severe, 
In envious want we pine, 

Oh may thy spirit whisper near, 
How poor a lot was thine! 


Through fickle fortune’s various scene” 
From sin preserve us free! 

Like us thou hast a mourner been, 
May we rejoice with Thee! 


ST. STEPHEN’S DAY. 


Tue Son of God goes forth to war, 
A kingly crown to gain; 

His blood-red banner streams afar! 
Who follows in his train? 

Who best can drink his cup of wo, 
Triumphant over pain, 

Who patient bears his cross below, 
He follows in his train! 
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The martyr first whose eagle eye 
Could pierce beyond the grave; 

Who saw his master in the sky, 
And call’d on him to save. 

Like Him, with pardon on his tongue 
In midst of mortal pain, 

He pray’d for them that did the wrong! 
Who follows in his train? 


A glorious band, the chosen few, 
On whom the spirit came; 


Twelve valiant saints, their hope they 


knew, 
And mock’d the cross and flame. 
They met the tyrant’s brandish’d steel, 
The lion’s gory mane: 
Thy bow’d their necks the death to feel! 
Who follows in their train? 


A noble army—men and boys, 
The matron and the maid, 
Around the Saviour’s throne rejoice, 
In robes of light array’d. 
They climb’d the steep ascent of Heaven, 
Through peril, toil, and pain! 
Oh, God! to us may grace be given 
To follow in their train! 


EPIPHANY. 
Brieutrzst and best of the sons of the 
morning! 
Dawn on our darkness and lend us 
thine aid! 


Star of the East, the horizon adorning, 
Guide where our infant Redeemer is 
laid! 


Cold on his cradle the dew drops are 
shining, 
Low lies his head with the beast of the 
stall 
Angels edare him in slumber reclining, 
Maker and Monarch and Saviour of all! 


Say, shall we yield him, in costly devo- 
tion, 
Odours of Edom and offerings divine? 
Gems of the mountain and pearls of the 
ocean, 
Myrrh from the forest or gold from the 
mine? 


Vainly we offer each ampler oblation; 
Vainly with gifts would his favour se- 
cure: . 
Richer by far is the heart’s adoration; 
Dearer to God are the prayers of the 
poor. 


Brightest and best of the sons of the 
morning! 


Dawn on our darkness and lend us 
thine aid! 
Star of the East, the horizon adorning, 
Guide where our infant Redeemer is 
laid! 


THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 
MatTT. vIiit. 


Lorn! whose love, in power excelling, 
Wash’d the leper’s stain away, 

Jesus, from thy heavenly dwelling, 
Hear us, help us, when we pray! 


From the filth of vice and folly, 
From infuriate passion’s rage, 

Evil thoughts and hopes unholy, 
Heedless youth and selfish age; 


From the lusts whose deep pollutions 
Adam’s ancient taint disclose, 

From the tempter’s dark intrusions, 
Restless doubt and blind repose; 


From the miser’s cursed treasure, 
From the drunkard’s jest obscene, 
From the world, its pomp and pleasure, 
Jesus! Master! make us clean! 


FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 


I prars’p the earth, in beauty seen 
With garlands gay of various green, 
1 prais’d the sea, whose ample field 
Shone glorious as a silver shield; 
And earth and ocean seemed to say, 
**Our beauties are but for a day!” 


I prais’d the sun, whose chariot roll’d 

On wheels of amber and of gold; 

I prais’d the moon, whose softer eye 

Gleamed sweetly throurh the summer 
sky! 

And dent and sun in answer said, 

‘Our days of light are numbered!” 


O God! O Good beyond compare! 

If thus thy meaner works are fair! 

If thus thy bounties gild the span 

Of ruin’d earth and sinful man, 

How glorious must the mansion be 

Where thy redeem’d shall dwell with 
Thee! 


Bishop Heber’s Hymns are either 
addressed to the Deity, in praise 
and prayer of different kinds, or 
celebrations of His attributes and 
of His works, or lastly, meditations 
upon great events, past or future, 
as those connected with our re- 
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There is one kind of hymns, of 
which he has given no specimen. — 
We may call it the purely didactic 
species. 

Instance the following from our 
collection of Hymns:— 


demption, a future jodgment, &e. 
y 


“Faith is the Christian’s evidence 
Of things unseen by mortal eye; 

It passes all the bounds of sense, 
And penetrates the inmost sky. 


Things absent it can set in view, 

And bring far distant prospects home; 
Events long past it can renew, 

And long foresee the things to come. 


With strong persuasion, from afar 
The heavenly region it surveys, 

Embraces all the blessings there, 
And here enjoys the promises. 


By faith a steady course we steer, 
Through ruffling storms and swelling 
seas, 
O’ercome the world, keep down our fear, 
And still possess our souls in peace. 


By faith, we pass the vale of tears 

Safe and serene, though oft distress’d, 
By faith, subdue the king of fears, 

And go rejoicing to our rest.” 


Ilere is theology, if not poetry: 
itis a short and excellent sermon 
in rhyme. Faith is the subjects; 
which is first defined; secondly, ex- 
plained in its narure; and thirdly, 
in its uses. -Now, how this is ap- 
propriate to be addressed to Godin 
a song of praise—how it suits this 
devotional purpose—how it meets 
the design of this part of divine 
worship—is not yery easily perceiv- 
ed. Montgomery’s inimitable stan- 
zas on **Prayer,” are another in- 
stance in point, beginning— 

“Prayer is the soul’s sincere desire, 

Uttered or unexpressed,” &c. 


It were difficult to tell which to 
admire most, in their place, the 
truths, or the’ poetry, or the piety, 
contained in these verses. But af- 
ter all, is ita very appropriate hymn 
for the public service of the sanctu- 
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ary? Let us look atit. We rise 
to sing in the presence and to the 
praise of God; and begin with tell- 
ing Him what prayer is; and after 
explaining it ourselves, through six 
stanzas, we close, in the seventh, 
with a short petition, that He will 
teach us *‘how to pray.”? No part 
of this hymn except the last stanza 
partakes at all of the nature of 
worship. It is no defence of such 
hymns to say, that they are com- 
posed on subjects of religion. So 
is a sermon: and yet it is not pro- 
per to be used as a form of worship; 
so is the lexicographer’s definition 
of religion, yet who would advocate 
its being sung in the church as 
praise to God? 

For the hymn on Faith there 
seems to be no defence as a form of 
worship. It may be sung, and so 
may sermons be sung (as they some- 
times unfortunately are); there is 
no law against doing it in either 
case. In respect to the hymn on 
‘Prayer,’ it may be said, perhaps 
satisfactorily, that by singing of the 
nature and importance of prayer, 
we may catch thereby the spirit of 
devotion, and come prepared to of- 
fer the closing petition. Something 
analagous to this may be found in 
the Psalms of David; but for the 
other there is no semblance of a pa- 
rallel that is now recollected. 

But to return. Heber seems to 
have met no difficulty where most 
other poets have found much; name- 
ly, in catching the inspiration of the 
muse on sacred themes. The emi- 
nence which they laboured hard, 
and not unfrequently in vain, to 
ascend, he mounts apparently with- 
out any effort. This is no small 
proof of his great religious sensi-~ 
bility. 

The sacred poet encounters an 
immense obstacle in the moral de- 
pravity of ournature. He address- 
es a class of feelings which are dis- 
ordered, benumed, deadened. He 
must, in the first place, meet this 
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obstacle in himself. He has the 
hard task of awakening almost from 
death, and bringing into active and 
ardent exercise, the moral and re- 
ligious sensibilities of his own heart. 
And secondly, when he has thus 
tuned and harmonized his own 
soul to sing divine themes, suppose 
he pours forth melody pure and 
spiritual, who will listen—who sym- 

athize? None that have not drunk 
argely of the same spirit—none 
who have not gained from heaven a 
relish for spiritual things. Even 
the ears of such are dull to listen to 
what is altogether spiritual. Amid 
this state of things, his way of use- 
fulness and success, like the Chris- 
tian’s path, is narrow and difficult, 
He must address himself partly to 
earthly feelings and susceptibilities. 
He must mingle the affections and 
sensibilities of earth and heaven; 
taking good heed that he pollute not 
the purity of the latter. He then 
may have the best hope of catching 
the ear of mortals, and of inspiring 
their devotion. Such was the path 
which Heber sought. 

He has made an excellent addi- 
tion to our devotional poetry, and 
some of his hymns, we doubt not, 
will be sung while any in the lan- 
guage are remembered. ‘The es- 
sence of Bishop Heber’s poetical 
character may be said to consist in 
his bright, glowing, and vigorous 


fancy—in his nice perception of 
whatever is beautiful, and in his 
acute and warm sensibilities: qua- 
lities high enough to immortalize 
him in verse. He has not evinced 
the higher powers of a creative im- 
agination. In this respect his ge- 
nius seems more fertile than large. 
He is never seen retiring within 
himself, and conjuring into exist- 
ence a new world of his own. ~ Nor 
does he show that he had the power 
todo so. Nor yet has he shown 
that he possessed very great inten- 
sity of feeling. He feels to be sure, 
but never manifests that strong 
‘sover-feeling good or ill’? which 
was necessary to tune his lyre to 
the very highest notes of song.— 
But the qualities of his heart de- 
serve far greater praise and better 
fame than even the possession of the 
highest powers of intellect. It was 
the sprightliness of his buoyant fan- 
cy which gave the most charming 
vivacity to his disposition. It was 
the gentleness, sweetness, and ar- 
dour, of his benevolent feelings, 
which gave the uncommon loveli- 
ness to his social character. These 
fitted him to live and sing on earth; 
but it was the piety of the heart, 
which we trust was his, that now 
qualifies him to associate with an- 
els, and strike a golden harp in 

eaven. 
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Hitevary and Philosophical Xutelligence. 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF VA. 
Tue course of Thevlogical Learning to 

be pursued in this Seminary, shall em- 

brace the following departments:— 

1. Oriental and Greek Literature; com- 
prising the knowledge which is necessary 
to the critical study of the Holy Scriptures 
in the original languages. 

2. Biblical Learning, comprehending 
whatever relates to the criticism of the 
sacred text. 


5. The Interpretation of the Scriptures; 


exhibiting the principles of Scriptural in- 
terpretation, and the meaning and practi- 
cal application of the sacred writings. 

4. The Evidences of Revealed Religion; 
establishing the genuineness, authentici- 
ty, and credibility of the Scriptures, and 
a view of the character and effects of 
Christianity, of the various objections of 
infidel writers, with a refutation of them, 
and of moral science in its relations to 
theology. 

5. Systematic Divinity; presenting 2 
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methodical arrangement and explanation 
of the truths contained in the Scriptures, 
with the authorities sustaining these 
truths; a statement and refutation of the 
erroneous doctrines attempted to be de- 
duced from the sacred writings; and a 

articular view and defence of the system 
of faith professed by the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church 

6 Ecclesiastical History; displaying 
the history of the Church in all ages, and 

particularly of the Church of England and 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in this 
country. 

7. ‘The Nature, Ministry and Polity of 
the Church, comprising a view of the na- 
ture of the Christian Church, and of the 
duty of preserving its unity; of the autho- 
rity and orders of the ministry; witha 
statement and elucidation of the princi- 
ples of Ecclesiastical Polity, and an ex- 
planation and defence of that of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church; and also, an 
exhibition of the authority and advanta- 
ges of Liturgical service, with a history, 
explanation, and defence of the Liturgy 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and 
of its rites and ceremonies. 

8. Pastoral Theology and Pulpit Elo- 
quence; explaining and enforcing the 
qualifications and duties of the Clerical 
office; and including the performance of 
the service of the Church, and the com- 
position and delivery of sermons. 

Of the Course of Study.—1. The full 
course of study in this Seminary, shall oc- 
cupy three years, each year comprising 
one session, commencing on the second 
Wednesday in October, and terminating 
on the second Wednesday in July.— 
There shall also be a suspension of the 
exercises of the Seminary on Christmas 
day, on Ash-Wednesday, on the week im- 
mediately preceding Easter, and on all 
days of thanksgiving or fasting, appoint- 
ed by the ecclesia-tical or civil authority. 

2. There shall be three classes in the 
Seminary; the term of study in each of 
which, shall be one year. ‘The Students 
who enter the first year, shall compose 
the third class; those advanced into the 
second year, the second class; and those 
into the third year, the first class. 

Third Class —This class shall pursue 
the study of Oriental and Greek Litera- 
ture; of Biblical learning and the inter- 
pretation of Scripture; of the evidences 
of revealed religion, and of Jewish anti- 
quities. 

Second Class.—This class shall continue 
the critical study of the Scriptures, and 
shall commence the study of moral science 
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in its relation to theology, of ‘systematic 
divinity, and Ecclesiastical history. 

Firat Class.—This class shail finish the 
study of Systematic Divinity, of Ecclesi- 
astical history, and shall also complete 
the course of instruction in the:nature, 
ministry, and polity of the Christian 
Church, and in the Book of Common 
Prayer and Canons of the Church. 

3. Every Student shall, besides attend- 
ing to the appointed recitations of his 
class, produce such expositions of Scrip- 
ture, critical dissertations, sermons or 
other compositions as the Professors shall 
direct. And one day in each week, the 
classes shall meet with the Professors for 
the performance of the services of the 
Church, the delivery of original sermons, 
and such other exercises as they may 
think proper. 

4. Such arrangement shall be made by 
the Faculty, as, that each class shall at- 
tend some one of the Professors at least 
once every day. 

5. The Professors in their respective 
departments, shall use as text books, such 
works only as are included in the course 
of study which has been, or may be, re- 
commended by the House of Bishops, or 
as may be approved by the Faculty.— 
And immediately after the close of each 
session, the Professors shall give notice, 
in such mode as they may think proper, 
of the day of the commencement of the 
next session, and of the books which will 
immediately be used by the class which 
next enters the Seminary. 

6. In order more effectually to secure 
the benefits of the above course of study, 
every applicant for admission, shall enter 
the Seminary, in the third class, at the 
commencement of the first session; unless 
upon examination by the Faculty, he be 
found qualified to take his station in either 
of the other classes, or in the said third 
class at any period after the commence- 
ment of its first session: in either of which 
cases, he may be admitted accordingly, 
and be entitled to the same rank and pri- 
vileges, as the original members of the 


‘class into which he enters. 


7. Every Student in the Seminary must 
be a member of one of the classes, and 
engage in all the studies which apper- 
tain to his class. 

8. At the close of the second session 
in every year, the Students shall undergo 
an examination on their studies, by the 
Faculty, in the presence of such mem- 
bers of the Board of Trustees as can be 
convened. 

9- At the conclusion of the full course 
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of study, each Student who shall have 
sustained his examinations in a satisfacto- 
ry manner, shall receive a testimonial of 
the same, signed by the Professors, and 
countersigned by as many of the Trustees 
as may be convenient.—[ Report of Trus- 
tees. 


Another University in London.—The 
late established act of a University in 
London, which is now nearly ready to go 
into operation, has given rise to another 
project of the same kind by the support- 
ets of the Established Church. A meet- 
ing was held for that purpose on the 21st 
of June, of which a London paper gives 
the following report. 

His Grace the Duke of Wellington was 
in the chair, and was surrounded by the 
Archbishops of Canterbury, York, the 
Primate of Ireland, the bishops of Lon- 
don, Durham, Landaff, Bath and Wells, 
Chester, Litchfield and Coventry, &c. 
&c. and most of the principal of the nobi- 
lity. They were hailed on their entrance 
into the rooms with loud cheering. 

The Duke of Wellington briefly ad- 
dressed the meeting in explanation of its 
objects. His Grace said it was necessary 
in this country; the constitution of which 
was essentially Protestant, and which re- 
ligion was established in the land, that a 
college should be founded wherever its 
existence was deemed necessary by the 
heads of that church—seminaries for the 
diffusion of education—education, which 
(said his grace) without religious instruc- 
tiun combined, was worse than useless. 
His grace then declared his approbation 
of the principles on which it was intend- 
ed to establish the new college, and sat 
down amid cheers. 

Several resolutions were then adopted 
unanimously, laying down the necessity 
for the college, the broad principles on 
which it would be conducted, and ap- 


pointing a committee, containing some 
of the first names in the country, to con- 
duct the proceedings until mantle gene- 
ral meeting of subscribers was called. 

A long list of subscriptions from the re- 
verend and noble individuals present and 
others, was read and received with suc- 
cessive cheers. 

The Bishop of Chester said,—‘*TIt has 
been said that no persons are to be ad- 
mitted into the college, which it is the 
object of this day’s meeting to found, but 
those who are members of the Church of 
England. As this report is unfounded, 
as I now declare it would, if allowed to 
circulate, be productive perhaps of some 
injury, I conceive it my duty thus once 
to contradict it. (Hear, Hear.) So far 
from such being the fact, no question 
whatever as to the religious opinions held 
by the student will ever be asked, and alt 
that will be required of him is, to conform 
to the rules of discipline which will be 
laid down on that head, (cheers.) What 
I mean,” said his lordship, “is that in or- 
der to become students, it is not necessa- 
ry that they shall be members of the es- 
tablished church, but they must submit 
themselves to the rules and discipline 
which the college, connected as it will 
be with the church, will impose for the 
general management and conduct of their 
studies.” (Loud applause.) 

It was whispered in the hall that it was 
the intention of his Majesty to present a 
donation of 5000/. towards the institution, 
to testify his approbation thereof. 

The subscriptions entered into at the 
meeting amounted to nearly 20,000/.— 
Among the donors we may mention the 
following: The Archbishop of Canterbu- 
ry 1000/; the Archbishop of ¥ork 5000/; 
the Duke of Wellington 3000/; the Duke 
of Rutland 5000/; the Bishop of London 
1000/; the Bishop of Durham 500/; a La- 
dy unknown 5001. 
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Ueligious Xntelligence. 


MISSION TO GREECE. 


Tr is with gratitude to the Great Head 
of the Church, that we find a missionary 
spirit awakening in good earnest in our 
Zion. The time has been, when, profes- 
sing the faith once delivered to the saints, 
we were reproached for coldness and in- 
activity, and want of zeal in promoting 
true piety among ourselves and in respect 





to carrying the gospelabread. The time 
is when this just reproach must be silen- 
ced. Shall our Church, which professes 
to be grafted on the Apostles, possess 
none of their spirit, or less of it than oth- 
ers? We shall do well to labour less in 
proving by argument, and more by faith- 
fulness in our Master’s cause, that we are 
apostolical Christians. The dead names 
of a long succession, however fairly made 
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out, will be but a poor account to present 
at the bar of judgment. Our Church is 
no more honoured by Jip-service, than is 
our God. Her cause has long been sick- 
ened on this side the waters by our fair, 
self-complacent speeches, which were all 
outvalued by one spark of a right spirit. 
A church without a missionary spirit, is 
plainly a church without an apostolical 
spirit, yea without a christian spirit, in 
spite of all church logic, and in defiance 
of all succession. What is true of the 
spirit of a church, is also true of each in- 
dividual member, and by lvis prayers and 
by his contributions every member of our 
communion is bound to cherish the awak- 
ening zeal-of our church on the subject 
of missions. We hail with joy not un- 
mingled with shame for the past, the day 
which has called forth one from the hill 
of our Zion to bear the blessed tidings of 
the gospel abroad. From the Philadel- 
phia Recorder, we extract the following 
account of our late appointed’ missionary 
to Greece, who will sail in Nov. next. 
“The Rev. J. J. Robertson was: born 
in the city of New York, and wa _ gradu- 
ated at Columbia College in 1816. He 
pursued his theological course under the 
venerable Bishop of the Eastern Diocess. 
But just before the period of receiving 
holy orders, his health rendered travelling” 
necessary, and he spent about two years, 
chiefly on the continent of Europe and in 
Popish ccuntries, having but one great 
object, the restoration of health, directly 
in view, but acquiring, almost impercep- 
tibly, that acquaintance with the langua- 
ges of modern Europe, and imbibing 
that lively interest in the spiritual welfare 
of those benighted though beautiful lands, 
which fit him pre-eminently for his pre- 
sent work. After returning to this coun- 
try and receiving orders, he ministered a 
while in Virginia. Very soon, however, 
the feeble state of his health induced him 
for a time, to suspend the peculiar func- 
tions of his office to accept the professor- 
ship of languages in the University of 
Vermont. But the severity of the climate 
seon divorced him from his devoted pu- 
pils, and connected with his low state of 
health, and his long cherished desire of 
devoting himself to some mission in the 
Mediterranean very nearly led, and but 
for some unforseen obstacles, would have 
Jed to his acceptance of an appointment 
from the Ladies’ Jews Society of Boston, 
somewhere in that interesting quarter.— 
On the failure of this favourite plan, he 
was fain to avail himself of a classical 
school in Baltimore, for the advantages 
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it afforded of a mild climate and exemp- 
tion from pulpit labours. 

**All along, however, he has been ac- 
quiring such familiarity with languages 
generally, with the ancient Greek, and 
the modern languages of Europe in par- 
ticular; he has been so severely disciplin- 
ed in the school of affliction, and been so 
often constrained to consecrate himself 
in heart and intention to the missionary 
enterprise; that his meetness and fitness, 
in every way, for the work before him, 
has almost appeared to be the very pur- 
pose and design of the trying changes of 
his eventful lot.” 

Frem such a man, we have every thing 
to hope in the apostolical labours to 
which he has devoted himself. 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE EDUCA- 
TION SOCIETY. 


I have received for the Education: So» 
ciety— 

From the Auxiliary Society, Albemarle 
eounty, Va. by the Rev. William 
Meade, D. Dz ... .ccccccesees $90 

From Doctor William Beanes, of 
Upper Marlborough, Prince 
Georges county, Md. his sub- 
scription, by Rev. Wm. Hawley, 60 

From Female Aux. Society, Alex. 
to constitute the Rev. Geo 
Griswold, Rector of Christ Ch. 

Alex. a life member, ......... 30 

From Miss Ann M. Inglis, Hagers- 
town, Md- by Rev. Mr. Drain, 5 

Female Aux. Society, Lancaster 
county, Va. by Rev. Edward C. 
McGuire, .......+.. accedsasae ae 

C. Pace, Treasurer. 


Books presented:to the- Theologica? Semi- 
nary of Va. by the Rev. Gsorar Gris- 
WwoLp— 

De Wettes Sittenlehre. 
Justin Martyr: 
Gabe on the Septuagint. 


= 
ECCLESIASTICAL NOTICES. 


July 10.—At Pawtucket, R. I. the Rev. 
Norris M. Jones, was admitted’ to the 
order of Deacons by the Rt. Rev. Alexe 
ander V. Griswold, D. D. Bishop of the 
Eastern Diocess. 

July 9.—The Rev. Wirtram Lucas 
was admitted to the holy order of Dea- 
cons at Philadelphia, by the Right Rev. 
Bishop White. 

July 13.—The Rey. Harry Finca, to 
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the holy order of Deacons at Cheshire, 
Con. by the Rt: Rev. Bishop Brownell. 

July 7.—Messrs. Joun C. Porter, 
Isaac Parnpex and Ersrarm Punperson, 
were ordained Deacons, and SamvueEt 
Szasvry Priest, at Hallett’s Cove, L. I. 
by the Rt. Rev. Bishop Hobart. 

July 19.—Mr. Atexanper H. Crospr 
was admitted to the order of Priests, by 
the Right Rey. Bishop Hobart, at White 
Plains. 

July 21.—Mr. Hrram Jeuirr was or- 
dained Priest, ,at North Salem, N.Y. by 
the Rt. Rev. Bishop Hobart. 

By the Rt. Rev. Bishop Griswold, in 
St. James’ Church, Woodstock, Vt. on 
Sunday, Sept. 28, Mr. Benzamin Hate, 
Professor of Chemistry and Mincralogy, 
in Dartmouth College, was admitted to 
the holy order of deacons. 

Rev. Gro. Griswo tp has been elected 
minister of Christ Church, Alexandria, D. 
C. in place of Dr. R. Keith, Professor in 
the Theological Seminary of Virginia. 


—_—--—— 


CONVENTION OF THE EASTERN 
DIOCESS. 


¥t met in Bellows Falls, Vermont, on 
Wednesday the 24th September. The 
venerable Bishop Griswold presided. 

On Tuesday evening the Rev. Mr. 
Edson of Lowell, Mass. preached on 
the connection between character and 
enjoyment.—Text, Gal. 6: 7—*‘* Be ye 
not deceived; God is riot mocked; for 
whatsoever a man soweth that shall he 
also reap.” 

The Convention Sermon was preach- 
ed by the Rev. Mr. Doane, of Boston. 
Text, 1 Pet. 5: 2—4. This was follow- 
ed by the ordinance of Confirmation, and 
the administration of the Holy Communi- 
on. 
In the afternoon the Bishop delivered 
his Address: He observed that he made 
it a rule to visit all the churches in his ex- 
tensive Diocess, (embracing all the N. E. 
States, except Connecticut, ) at least once 
in two years, and had been able to visit 
two-thirds of them every year. During 
the last year he has visited all those in 
Vermont. 

The number of persons confirmed in 
the Diocess during the year, is 232, of 
whom 44 were in Berkshire, in this state. 
Four young men have been admitted as 
candidates for Orders. The number of 
Candidates in this Diocess has been di- 
minished by the establishment of the Gen- 
eral Theelogical Seminary at New York,. 


and the Bishop suggested the necessity 
of providing some means for retaining in 
New England, a greater number of this 
class of young men. Three have been 
admitted to the order of Deacons, and 
five advanced to that of Priests. 

The venerable Bishop dwelt with evi- 
dent delight on the great change which 
has taken place in the spirit of the Epis- 
copal Church within 25 or 30 years, and 
more. especially within one or two years 
past. ‘The clergy, he observed, had be- 
come more warmly attached to the true 
doctrines and principles of the church, 
and a correspondent waking up was ob- 
servable in the laity. The increase of 
members of his church, in this Diocess, 
we understood him to say, had been grea- 
ter in proportion to the increase of popu- 
lation, than that in other portions of the 
Northern and Middle States. 

-He urged the cause of missions with 
great earnestness, as one who loved it.— 
There was no better criterion, he observ- 
ed, of true Christian zeal, than the mis- 
sionary spirit.—Heretofore Foreign Mis- 
sions had been unpopular in the church; 
so much so, even among the clergy, that 
when it was proposed to form a Society 
for the prosecution of this work of Chris- 
tian love and duty, it could be done only 
by connecting them with Domestic Mis- 
sions. He pointed out the fallacy of the 
plea that we have enough to do at home, 
and explained how obedience to the com- 
mand of our Saviour, to ‘*go into all the 
world,’’ to preach the Gospel, must tend 
more than any thing else, to promote the 
extension and welfare of the church at 
home.—How inconsistent, he observed, 
would Episcopalians appear, with their 
high claims as the true church, if they 
were to be halting along behind others in 
their efforts to do the work which our 
Lord committed to the authorised preach- 
ers of the Gospel. 

In the evening, the Bishop preached 
on the propriety of distinguishing in our 
worship, the Persons of the Trinity, and 
the Apostolical authority for doing it.— 
Text, the benediction in 2 Cor. 13, 14 

[Vermont Chronicle. 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The Rev. W. Jowett gave the com- 
mittee, at their monthly meeting on the 
9th of June, the following view of Mis- 
sions im the Mediterranean, and of his 
own more immediate course of labour :— 

In 1815, when he first went out, there 
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was not a +e Missionary in the Medi- 
terranean: m 8820, when he returned to 
England with his family, there werc six. 
In 1828, on his present second return, 
he left thirty, who are the accredited 
servants of various Missionary, Bible, and 
Jew Societies; besides wives and chil- 
dren: there have been, in all, since 1815, 
forty-eight: of the eighteen which make 
the difference, nine are deceased, and 
nine have been either removed to other 
stations or have quitted the field. 

A peculiar characteristic of this band 
of Missionaries was, tiiat it was furnished 
from the three principal sections of the 
Protestant part of the world—from Ger- 
many, the birth-place of the Reformation; 
from Britain and from America: they had 
commenced their work in a spirit of good 
harmony and good understanding; and 
there appeared to be among them, gene- 
rally, a simple desire to draw their prin- 
ciples and their measures from the Bible. 

The operations of the Press might be 
briefly stated thus: If the Armenian types 
were counted as in operation, which Mr. 
Jowett believed were by this time in the 
hands of the American Missionaries in 
Malta—and if to them were added the 
Ethiopic and Amharic types which were 
on the point of being sent out by this So- 
ciety to Malta—there will then have been 
brought into actual operation the follow- 
ing nine languages in six years, by dif- 
ferent Societies, in the Mediterranean: 
namely, Italian, Greek, Arabic, Maltese, 
Turkish, Armenian, Ethiopic, Amharic, 
and Albanian: of which, the first four 
have been printed in by the Church 
Missionary Society. A tenth, the Span- 
ish-Hebrew, might be expected, ere 
long, to be likewise in active operation. 

His own occupations in the Society’s 
service had been fourfold:— 

t. He had continued the work of Chris- 
tian Research, by visiting Syria and Je- 
rusalem; the result of which visit had 
been given to the public in a second vo- 
lume of ‘*Researches.” 

2. The establishment of a Printing 
Yress in Malta, was another business 
which had been specially charged upon 
him, during the period of his* last resi- 
dence in Malta. 

3. He had continued to prosecute the 
cultivation of the Maltese Language, and 
the translation into it of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. ‘ 

4. He had, further, been engaged in 
receiving, and forwarding on their way, 
the Missionaries sent by the Society into 
the Mediterranean, and in maintaining 


correspondence with them at their re- 
spective stations. 

The openings for missionary usefulness 
in the Mediterranean had always increas- 
ed, in proportion as faithful Missionaries 
have been sent to prepare the way of the 
Lord. Atthe present awful period, the 
Lord appears to be, ina very signal man- 
ner, himself preparing the way for the 
spreading of his gospel—shaking the na- 
tions with wars and alarms—and putting 
to confusion, by exposing to public view, 
the errors, superstitions, and crimes, 
which have been established by custom 
and hy law, during many centuries. It 
would be impossible to calculate the my- 
riads now in the Mediterranean, who are 
utterly discontented with things as they 
are, and equally ignorant how they ought 
to be. Such a state of general excite- 
ment must be regarded as a peculiar call 
on Missionaries to be culm, decided, and 
single-eyed—simply to do the work of 
Him that hath sent them—referring all 
their fears and hopes, as to the result, to 
His infinite wisdom, power, and love. 

The Rev. John Hartley was at Napoli 
di Romania at the end of March: he had 
left Egina on the 14th of that month; and 
had visited various places, at each of” 
which the Scriptures were eagerly re- 
ceived: Dr. Korck was at Egina, much 
restored in health. Mr. Hartley laments. 
the loss of many Manuscripts, some of” 
which were doubtless of value; books of* 
every description having been torn up,, 
during the Revolution, to make cartrages.. 

[London Missionary Register. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF FOREIGN. 
MISSIONS. 


Sketch of the Annual Report. 


Bomsar-—The American mission at 
this place appears to be in high esteem. 
with the English population; and public. 
opinion is rising in various places in fa- 
vour of instructing and evangelizing the. 
natives. Much harmony prevails bes. 
tween the London Missionary Society, 
the Church Missionary Society, the 
Scottish Society, and the American Mis- 
sionaries, in their efforts to benefit the 
people of the East. At their joint meet. 
ing in December last, favourable events. 
in different places were reported, and 
among them the conversion of five indi- 
viduals, The number of hearers on the 
Sabbath at the Mission chapel, was on 
the increase- A second edition of the. 
New Testament has been commenced; 
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and is probably, now finished, and in the 
hands of the people. The press is also 
engaged in furnishing school books, re- 
ligious tracts, and portions of the Scrip- 
tures, according to the exigencies of the 
mission. In December 1826 there were 
24 free schools under the care of the 
mission, containing 1499 boys, and 86 
girls; also 10 other schools exclusively 
for females, containing 380. 

Crrton.—This mission has five sta- 
tions, viz.: Tillapilly, Butticotta, Oodoo- 
ville, Panditeripo and Manepy. At Til- 
lapilly, the disposition to attend public 
worship, and also the earnestness of the 
native converts are on the increase, ten 
or twelve have also been added to their 
number, At Batticotta, the Mission Se- 
minary gives large promise of usefulness; 
the number of students is 67, is divided 
into 4 classes, and pursuing a regular 
and liberal course of study. At Oodoo- 
ville, the Rev. Mr. Winslow, besides his 
regular missionary duties, directs the 
studies of fourteen pious native youths, 
who are pursuing a regular theological 
course. At Panditeripo, the native free 
schools, under the care of Dr. Scudder,. 
are in a very prosperous state, and the 
Gospel is attended with Divine influen- 
ces. At Manepy is a boarding school 
for girls, under the care of Mr. Spalding. 
About 20 native converts are reported 
since last year, and others serious. The 
whole number of hopeful converts, as the 
fruits of this mission, is 120; of these 400. 
remain alive and in good standing. At- 
tendance on public worship is increasing: 
The number of free schools at the seve- 
raj stations, is 93; (13 for girls, 34 for 
boys, and 46 mixed.)—containing 3380 
boys, and 942 girls. Total 4322. At 
the beginning of 1827, the number was 
smaller, and the average number of the 
year was 3,800. 

Western Asta.—At Malta no change 
of importance has taken place. The 
mission press is stiH in motions The 
mumber of books and tracts, printed be- 
fore 1st of November last, was 106, of 
which 62 were in Modern Greek, 43 in 
Italian, and 1 in Greco. Turkish. Some 
of the tracts had passed to second and 
third editions, large quantities of which 
have been sent to Greece and the Le- 
vant. Besides the American mission: 
press, two others belonging to the 
Church Missionary Society, and the Lon- 
don Missionary Society, are engaged in. 
the publication of useful works. 

Bernoor.—The report embraces the. 
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period between March 13th, 1827, and 


February 15th, 1828. TH truth is re- 
presented as taking hold on the consci- 
ences of men with extraordinary power, 
revealing the opposition of the wicked 
in the most fearful light. Long and in- 
teresting details, exhibiting the enmity 
of the ungodly against the Gospel and 
its heralds, are given, which cannot be 
condensed for our brief sketch, without 
losing their interest. Bishops, Patri- 
archs, &c. seem to take counsel together 
against the Lord and his anointed; but 
there is an appointed time to them on 
the earth, when they shall cease to rage, 
and (without repentance) shall be bro- 
ken in pieces like a potter’s vessel. At 
the last dates Asaad Esh Shidiak remain- 
ed in prison, although he was allowed 
the comforts of a good roum and whole- 
some food. They “know not what a 
range his spirit takes.” In June last, 
Messrs. Bird and Goodell came to Malta, 
to escape the dangers of the war; and the 
schools have all been abandoned. Sev- 
eral articles have been prepared for the 
press, such asthe four gospels, and some 
sermons, tracts, &c. by Mr Goodell, Car- 
abet, and Wortabet, which wait for the 
arrival of Turkish Armenian types. Af- 
fectionate mention is made of. Girgis, the 
Abyssinian, with whose name and ' piety, 
our readers are familiar. Asaad Jacob 
has withdrawn from the missionaries, and 
indulges in hard speeches against them. 

Tae Levant.—The remainder of the 
report under this head, recites the e- 
vents and incidents of the Rev. Mr- 
Gridley’s journey from Smyrna to Kai- 
sarea; where by an imprudent effort and 
exposure in climbing Mount Argeus, he 
fell on the very threshold of his mission- 
ary labours, to sleep till the heavens be. 
no more. It also details the labours and 
progress of Mr. Brewer, from Constanti- 
nople, through various places, until his 
arrival in the United States; and men- 
tions the departure of Mr. King for 
Greece, under the auspices of a Ladies’ 
Association in the city of New York, to 
aid in the distribution of American boun- 
ty, and engage in. evangelical labours 
there. 

Sanpwicn Istannps.—The progress of 
this interesting mission is represented to 
be “steady. and encouraging,” although 
the opposition of visiters and resident 
foreigners was increasing. At Honoruru 
almost all the highest chiefs, and those 
who have the principal influence, are ex- 
emplary in their lives, and decided 
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friends of the mission. At a general con- 
vention last autumn, laws against mur- 
der, theft, and adultery, were unani- 
mously adopted; and the enacting of 
other laws against flagrant immoralities 
is contemplated—all in the face of the 
most violent opposition. The corrupt- 
ing influence of the mass of sea-faring 
visiters continues; still the floods of un- 
godliness cannot quench the fire upon 
their altars. The cause of truth is gain- 
ing ground, although the schools and 
place of worship are not so well attend- 
ed. The number of worshippers on the 
Sabbath is about 2000, and some admis- 
sions to the church are recorded.—The 
press at the last date, was engaged in 
striking off a new edition of hymns, a 
small tract containing the new laws, and 
the gospel of Luke. At Waimea in the 
island of Tauai, the governor, Kaikioeva, 
was faithful in resisting the wickedness 
of foreigners, and promoting the im- 
provement of the people. At Lahaina 
the schools are flourishing,—and the 
eagerness for books is great.—The mis- 
sion has been much disturbed by Capt. 
Clark, of the ship John Palmer, in the 
month of October last, who resisted the 
Governor, Hoapiri, in his efforts to main- 
tain the laws of the island, in regard to 
certain females who had gone on board 
ofhis ship. Capt. C. proceeded so far 
as to fire on the town, and maintained 
his ground by the thunder of his cannon. 
At Kairua, according to advices frem 
the Missionaries under date of October 
10, last, the year preceding had been 
ene of uninterrupted prosperity, in the 
preaching of the gospel, the multiplica- 
tion and increase of the schools, the im- 
provement of the scholars and the work 
of translating the Scriptures. Between 
2 and 3600 attend public worship on the 
Sabbath, and in the district of Kohala 
5000 attended morning and evening ser- 
vice. About 6000 scholars attend the 
schools. At /aikea, about 1000 attend 
public worship on the Sabbath, in a very 
orderly manner. At Xaavaroa, christi- 
anity has obtained so firm a hold on the 
hearts of the people, that it is no longer 
necessary to say, “let him that stole, 
steal no more.” In an open shed by 


night and by day, valuable goods are left 
unguarded, among a community, which 
before the introduction of Christianity, 
were universally thieves. Public wor- 
ship on the Sabbath is attended, general- 
ly, by about 2000. The three first gos- 
pels have been translated and sent to 
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this country to be printed; and Luke is 
probably completed. More than one 
million of pages of tracts and school 
books have been worked off by the mis- 
sion press since Mr. Loomis left the 
Island. The remainder of the Report 
under this head is occupied by details 
concerning the assaults of foreign ves- 
sels, especially that of Lieutenant Perci- 
val. Since the rising of the court of in- 
quiry, touching the conduct of this offi- 
cer, no intelligence has been received 
from the navy department. 

Cueroxkers. The Missionary labours 
of the Board among the Cherokees, com- 
menced more than eleven years ago.— 
At Brainerd, the state of religious feel- 
ing is at times encouraging; and of late, 
more than ordinary seriousness is observ- 
able. The schools are in a good state. 
At Carmel there is a great increase of 
knowledge. The number of church 
members in good standing, is 31. They 
employ at their own expense, a mission- 
ary agent to visit the dark places of the 
nation, to carry portions of the scripture, 
hymn-books, &c. in manuscript; and to 
teach from house to house, where the 
people have never heard the gospel.— 
At Creek-path the number of scholars 
is 31; church members 17, fruits of the 
mission. At Hightower the number of 
scholars is 12; 6 of whom are supported 
by a native convert. At Willstown, the 
number of scholars is 13. The church 
is in a pretty good state, and the con- 
gregation more regular in their attend- 
ance. At Haweis, 6 have been added to 
the Church: there is a gradual increase 
of religious influence; yet intemperance 
and general dissoluteness prevail among 
a great portion of the people. At Can- 
dy’s creek, 10 converts added to the 
church are reported, and 4 more are 
proposed for admission. Much reli- 
gious attention has prevailed during the 
last summer; some changes of character 
appear. The school has 30 scholars; 
and the effects of instruction are evident. 
At Mew Echota, there is a mission fami- 
ly; and much is expected from the press 
Jately established there. In conclusion 
it is to be remarked, that the sum of all 
the ascertained blessings attending this 
mission is great. In some places, near- 
ly ail the adult population can read their 
own language; great improvements in 

families; knowledge is much increased; 
more than 500 children have attended 
the schools within the last ten years— 
200 have attended during the past year, _ 
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100 of whom have been residents with 
and under the immediate care and influ- 
ence of the mission families. There are 
120 communicants, besides some hopeful 
converts-‘not yet admitted. There are 
also pious interpreters at several of the 
stations. 

Carcxasaws- At Monroe, a church 
was formed in 1823, which now consists 
of 59 members; of whom 8 are natives, 
6 whites, and 45 blacks. The eagerness 
for the word of life and the exercises of 
the house of God, are so great, that 
some blacks will go ten miles to attend 
an evening meeting, and return by torch- 
light, the same night, through foot- 
paths full of mud and water. At Tok- 
shish, the school is yet small. Concern- 
ing many of the inhabitants, the mission- 


“ary, Mr. Holmes, writes, “1 have never 


seen a people so hungry for the bread of 
life.” At Martyn, the preaching of the 
word is attended with a blessing; 5 con- 
versions are reported, and the serious- 
ness of the people is increasing. At Ca- 
ney creek isa school. This mission has 
been a great blessing already to the na- 
tives; and is full of promise for the fu- 
ture. 

Taz Cuocraws.— Elliott. 49 native 
pupils are reported as attending the 
schools at this station; whose proficiency 
has been quite respectable. 21 of them 
can write English compesitions. Others 
have made some advances in the study 
of English grammar and geography. 
185 children have been admitted to the 
schools, since their commencement. 
The Sabbath Schools are also very pros- 
perous. Considerable improvement has 
been made in the cultivation of farms 
and the manner of living; but whiskey is 
the great impediment to civilization. 
At .Vayhew, the school and evangelical 
instruction continue as heretofore. Suc- 
cessful efforts have been made by the 
reigning chief to prevent intemperance. 
In 1825 there were 10 murders in the 
district in consequence of intoxication; 
but, since the present chief has been in 
power, only one death by drunkenness 
has occurred, and that was a case of ac- 
cidental drowning. At Emmaus no ma- 
terial change has taken place: the school 
is small. At.Mr. Juzon’s the school is 
small. At Goshen, the influence of the 
mission is felt by the natives; and per- 
ceived in the improvement of their 
farms, clothing and general manners, 
and also in the decrease of intoxication 
and murder. At Aikhunawh, Mr. Bying- 


ton preaches in English and Choctaw. 
Two native youths from Mayhew, the 
one a blacksmith, the other a carpenter, 
have settled at this place. The people 
are making some advances in civilization 
and industry. At Gibeon (late Col. Fol- 
som’s) the school is without a teacher. 
Mr. Byington is expected to remove to 
this vacant station. At Hebron (near 
Robert Folsom’s) is a small school, 
taught, at present, in the Choctaw lan- 
guage. The people are desirous of get- 
ting agricultural implements, household 
furniture, &c. and show a disposition to 
inquire on the subject of religion. 
Cuerokees, Arkansas. At Dwight, 
the church has received 16 new mem- 
bers, 11 of whom were received on pro- 
fession of their faith. They appear 
well, and give proof of growth in*knowl- 
edge and grace. Messrs. Finney and 
Washburn preach statedly at seven dif- 
ferent stations, at the earnest desire of 
the people. The anxiety in all parts of 
the nation, to hear the gospel, is great- 
ly increased. In the schools about 60 
scholars attend unsolicited. At 3/ul- 
berry the Indians have erected comfort- 
able buildings, at their own expense, for 
the mission, and a school has been o- 
pened at their request. More than 30 
attend and make good progress. 
Osaces OF THE Neosno. At Union, 
the school contains 65 members, at the 
expense of the mission; 20 ef whom read 
in the Testament. No satisfactory evi- 
dence of piety exists among the Osages; 
great indifference and even levity pre- 
vails in view of divine truth. At Hope- 


field, a gradual advance in civilization and 


a disposition to cultivate the earth is per- 
ceived. They also manifest increasing 
desire for the education of their children, 
and, for that purpose, send them stead- 
ily tothe school at Union. At Neosho 
there is neither church nor school. No 
interest is manifested in the instructions 
of the Gospel, and no improvement in 
the morals or domestic habits of the peo- 
ple. At Harmony, the school consists 
of 39 children at present,---57 have left 
it since its commencement. The scho- 
lars have good minds, and make some 
proficiency in their studies. There does 
not appear, however, to be much ground 
gained on this territory of the .great 
adversary of souls; theft, lying, gam- 
bling, polygamy, &c. seem to be almost 
universally prevalent, and they disregard 
and even ridicule all religious considera- 
tions.—[ Philadelphian, 





